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Acclaimed Jazz Trumpeter Goes Back to School
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After dropping out of college 

in 2003, trumpet-player 

Victor Garcia made a name 

for himself in the jazz world. 

But one thing was missing—a 

bachelor’s degree.
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MISSION Steadfast in Jesus Christ as revealed in the Holy Scriptures, Concordia University 
Chicago promotes academic rigor in its liberal arts and professional programs; grounds 
students in objective truth, integrity, and excellence; and practices faithfulness to the 
Confessional teachings of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, as it forms students for 
vocations in church, family, and the world.

VISION Concordia University Chicago is a Christ-centered Lutheran university where truth, 
freedom, and vocation form students for lives of influence and service for the common good.

CORE VALUES We at Concordia University Chicago embrace these Core Values as essential to 
living together in a vibrant and influential Christian academic community and as productive 
citizens of the Church and world. 

 CHRISTIAN FAITH. The Christian faith  
is an integral part of our community.

 THE INDIVIDUAL. As a member of  
God’s creation, each person is unique and  
is blessed with inherent worth.

 EXCELLENCE. We strive for excellence  
in who we are and what we do.

 INTEGRITY. Our community demonstrates 
the accord between our beliefs  
and practices.

 SERVICE. Recognizing and addressing  
the needs of others is a response to God’s 
love for us, and a reflection of God’s love  
for them.
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Goodbye, Gross Hall

As the University said goodbye to Gross Hall, pieces 

of it live on through donations to those in need.

Athletics

The 2021-22 men’s basketball season 

will be remembered for the resurgence 

of a strengthened program. 

I  F E E L  B L E S S E D  T H AT  W E 

C O U L D  P L AY  A  S M A L L  R O L E 

I N  M A K I N G  L I F E  B E T T E R  F O R 

S O  M A N Y  A R E A  FA M I L I E S . ”

—Dave Witken,  
CUC public safety chief, p. 23
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President’s Column

As I put the finishing touches on this column during an unusually 
chilly end to spring, I found myself reminiscing about the Florida 
sun, which I was blessed to experience three times this semester. 
Far greater than the weather, however, was the time I had with 
wonderful friends of the University. In so many ways, this semester 
has been one of renewing our connections with one another.

Meeting and interacting face-to-face simply wasn’t possible for 
much of the past two years. But that has changed fairly rapidly 
as the worst of the pandemic seems to be behind us. Thankfully, 
that means many future opportunities to connect with CUC’s 
constituents, both near and far. In order for the University to serve 
you, it is important to me, as president, to get to know you. There 
are some experiences that just cannot be duplicated via a Zoom 
call, including building strong personal relationships by spending 
time together. Suffice to say, you’ll be seeing more of me, and other 
members of our leadership team, over the coming year.

For the first time since I was installed as president in 2019, I was 
able to join our renowned music ensembles on tour. I traveled 
with the Wind Symphony this spring as they spread the Gospel 
throughout the Sunshine State. Likewise, I joined the Kapelle, our 
choral ensemble, in Baltimore and the Washington, D.C. area. It 
brought me great joy to witness the amazing power of sacred music 
as a unifying and uplifting force. Just as satisfying was the occasion 
to finally meet so many friends of the University—from parents to 
donors, and from alumni to clergy.

Speaking of amazing experiences, our student-athletes 
accomplished record-setting feats this semester as they returned 
to regular competition. Senior Kayla Armstrong took home her 
ninth and 10th All-American honors during the 2022 Division III 
Indoor Track and Field National Championships. At the same event, 
graduate student Simone Wilson added to her decorated career 
with her fifth All-American award and an individual  
national championship.

Together we cheered on our men’s basketball team as they ushered 
in a history-making season. The Cougars achieved more personal 
and team milestones this spring than over the past 25 years. I 
have no doubt that the deafening cheers of an electric home 
crowd helped to elevate our talented student-athletes. Sharing 
this experience in the stands with our campus community was an 
absolute joy. (You can read more about the season on page 26.)

On-campus worship is also benefitting from the return to normalcy. 
In-person daily chapel attendance has returned to pre-pandemic 
levels and masks no longer muffle our voices as we proclaim Christ 
and sing His praise. Earlier this semester, we welcomed more than 
350 delegates, speakers, and other participants representing the 
Northern Illinois District of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
Again, I had the opportunity to meet and speak with friends and 
contacts, old and new.

As it relates specifically to our mission as a University, I was 
honored to meet with colleagues from around the Synod to help 
advance the work of Set Apart to Serve. This initiative focuses on 
raising up and supporting the next generation of church workers. 
And while all of our students take part in formative experiences  
that prepare them for lives of service, we are particularly 
enthusiastic to partner with the Church on this crucial project.

Concordia-Chicago continues to make exciting progress toward 
many other goals as well, including those laid out in our strategic 
plan. By the time this edition reaches you, demolition crews will 
be busy dismantling Gross Hall, which housed residential students 
for more than half a century. We are reminded that nothing is 
permanent but the Word of God. And we will look to that Word to 
guide us as we reflect on the many memories made there, and 
also recognize that this project sets the stage for future growth 
opportunities on campus.

This semester, we were able to share with faculty and staff the 
initial details of our Campus Master Plan, which brings facility 
planning into alignment with our broader institutional goals in 
support of academic and co-curricular programs. The plan  
provides the necessary brick-and-mortar components that are 
integral to the University’s ability to thrive in service to its  
students. We look forward to sharing more about how we plan to 
transform our campus in coming editions of the Forester … and of 
course, in person.

Russell Dawn, DPhil, JD
President
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24-25  Issues, Etc. “Making the Case”  
   conference (hosted at CUC)

25 Patriotic Pops Concert

J U L Y

9-13 LCMS Youth Gathering,  
 Houston, TX

19-22  Higher Things, Bozeman, MT

22 Undergraduate Summer  
 Preview Day

26-29  Higher Things, Valparaiso, IN

A U G U S T

22 Ferguson Art Gallery Exhibit:  
 Mark Swain (through Oct. 18)

28 Opening Service of the 159th  
 Academic Year

S E P T E M B E R

17 Makin’ Tracks 5K

22 Lectureship in Christianity,  
 Humanities and Public Life

24 Maroon & Gold

30 University Band Concert

Patriotic Pops Concert

June 25, 6:30 p.m.

After a two-year hiatus, 
this festive, community-
favorite event returns 
to the Pillars Lawn 
on Augusta Street. 
The University Band, 
conducted by Dr. Richard 
Fischer, will perform a 
free outdoor concert 
celebrating community 
and country.  
(Rain date: June 26)

O C T O B E R

3-9 Homecoming Week

6-8 LEA Convocation, Milwaukee, WI

8 Athletic Hall of Fame Induction

10 Undergraduate Visit Day 

16-18 Lectures in Church Music

28 Wind Symphony Home Concert

30 Kapelle Home Concert &  
 Dedication of Gieschen Recital Hall

31 Ferguson Art Gallery Exhibit:  
 Aimée Beaubien (through Dec. 17)

N O V E M B E R

4 Business Leaders Breakfast

6 Chamber Orchestra Concert

12 Undergraduate Visit Day

14 Jazz Band Concert

D E C E M B E R

3-4 Service of Lessons and Carols

9 University Band Christmas Concert

16-17 Fall Commencement Weekend

Homecoming Week

October 3-9

We’re excited for alumni and 
friends to return home this fall. 
CUC Homecoming weekend  
features family fun for Cougars 
of all ages. See page 21 for  
more details.

For the most current schedule and full event details, visit CUChicago.edu/events.
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Spring 2022

O U R  F L E X I B L E 

P R O G R A M S  P R O V I D E 

A C C E S S  T O  T O P - Q U A L I T Y 

I N S T R U C T O R S  F R O M 

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D , 

W H O  O F F E R  D I V E R S E 

A N D  P R A C T I C A L 

P E R S P E C T I V E S ,  A N D 

K E E P  S T U D E N T S 

C H A L L E N G E D  A N D 

E N G A G E D . ” 

—Dr. Erik Ankerberg, CUC provost

CUC 
News

Accelerated Online Bachelor’s Program Improves  
in U.S. News Rankings

In the U.S. News & World Report rankings released earlier this year, Concordia University 
Chicago was nationally recognized for its online degree programs, climbing the rankings 
to No. 26 in Best Online Bachelor’s Programs. The University again made the lists for Best 
Online MBA Programs, Best Online Graduate Education Programs, Best Online Bachelor’s 
Programs for Veterans, and was included in a new category this year, Best Online Bachelor’s 
Business Programs.

U.S. News & World Report evaluated online bachelor’s degree programs on factors 
including graduation rates, financial benefits available to people with military experience, 
student debt upon graduation, and academic and career support services. Online MBA 
programs were evaluated based on admissions selectivity and reputation for excellence 
among peer institutions, and other factors. Online graduate education programs  
were evaluated on factors such as accreditation, accessibility of instructors and  
student engagement. 

“These new rankings show that our online degree programs are truly reaching the students 
balancing their education with full-time jobs, family or both,” says Dr. Erik Ankerberg, CUC 
provost. “Our flexible programs provide access to top-quality instructors from around the 
world, who offer diverse and practical perspectives, and keep students challenged  
and engaged.”
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Alumnus Elected President & CEO of 
Concordia Publishing House

Jonathan D. Schultz BA ’90 was named the ninth president & CEO 
of Concordia Publishing House (CPH), the publishing arm of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Schultz had been serving as 
Interim President and CEO since May 2021.

According to a CPH press release, Schultz began his service in 
1998. As vice president and corporate counsel, he worked closely 
with the Board of Directors, coordinating all legal activities of the 
corporation, and directing the human resources and contracts/
rights/permissions departments. Before arriving at CPH, he 
and his wife, Sue, served as long-term volunteer missionaries in 
Guatemala for the LCMS.

Schultz comes from a family with a rich tradition of service to 
the LCMS through pastoral ministry and Lutheran education. For 
the last two decades he held various leadership positions on the 
board of directors of Christ Community Lutheran School, and on 
the board of directors of the Lutheran High School Association 
of St. Louis. Schultz also serves as chair of the board of the 
Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis, a $100-million foundation that 
is committed in the name of Jesus Christ to seeing the improved 
care of hurting people in the greater St. Louis region. Jonathan D. Schultz BA ’90

Sam Pitroda

Free Enterprise Center Engages Local 
Business Leaders

This spring, the Free Enterprise Center (FEC) in the College of 
Business hosted tech innovator Sam Pitroda at the launch of the 
Business Leaders Breakfast series. Pitroda is credited with laying 
the foundation for India’s telecommunications and technology 
revolution of the 1980s and as a leading campaigner to help bridge 
the global digital divide. Following introductory remarks by Dr. 
Rachel Ferguson, FEC director, and University President Russell 
Dawn, Pitroda delivered his keynote address, “Redesigning  
the World.”

Pitroda, who served as an advisor to two of India’s prime 
ministers, remarked, “Our world now is very different because 
of hyperconnectivity—for the first time in history, we are all 
connected.” Pitroda sees hyperconnectivity, and the changes 
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, as an opportunity to 
reshape the world to meet future challenges.

The purpose of the bi-annual Business Leaders Breakfast is 
to offer members of the Concordia-Chicago community an 
opportunity to network with regional business leaders and engage 
with a vision for a more just, prosperous and free world. Stay 
apprised of future Free Enterprise Center events by  
visiting CUChicago.edu/fec.
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Dr. Gilbert Meilaender of Valparaiso 
University Discusses Human Dignity

The College of Theology, Arts & Humanities welcomed Dr. Gilbert 
Meilaender in March as the latest speaker in its Lectureship in 
Christianity, Humanities and Public Life. Meilaender delivered his 
lecture, “How Shall We Think About Equal Human Dignity?” to an 
audience of faculty, staff, students and community members. 
Earlier in the day, a select group of students and faculty had the 
opportunity to interact with Meilaender in a salon-style discussion 
of his work.

Meilaender is a senior research professor at Valparaiso University 
and the author of many books and articles in the field of Christian 
ethics and bioethics. He has served on the board of directors of 
the Society of Christian Ethics, as an associate editor of Religious 
Studies Review, as a consultant editor of Studies in Christian 
Ethics, and as an associate editor of the Journal of  
Religious Ethics.

Established in the fall of 2021, the Lectureship in Christianity, 
Humanities and Public Life is a biannual series designed to explore 
the intersection of and tensions within the humanities, science 
and the Christian faith. It is generously funded by Dr. and Mrs. C. 
Ross Betts.

Sophomore Pens First Novel  
“Ignotia: The Staff of Ivellious”

President’s Honor Scholar and men’s soccer team member 
Grayden McClellan put his love of writing to use during the 
pandemic, resulting in the self-published novel, “Ignotia: The Staff 
of Ivellious.” The book, which was published through Amazon, 
tells the story of a group of students with magical abilities who 
must join together to stop their classmates from carrying out a 
murderous mission—but there is more to their devious plan than 
meets the eye. McClellan drew his inspiration from popular fantasy 
books and media, including the Harry Potter series, “Avatar: The 
Last Airbender,” and Dungeons & Dragons.

With many activities canceled in 2020 due to COVID-19, “I found 
myself with enough time to actually start writing something,” he 
says. “It began as just one of those little creative writing projects, 
but I got far enough into it and I realized, ‘Oh, I have enough to say 
to actually write a full story here.’”

He has since written a second book that’s in the process of being 
edited, “and I have a couple more in the works,” he says. McClellan, 
a middle grades education major with a math and science 
specialization, looks forward to one day becoming a teacher, 
another passion of his. But he hopes that, no matter where his 
vocation takes him, he will always continue writing books. 

Dr. Gilbert Meilaender delivering his lecture in the Chapel of  
Our Lord.

Council For Exceptional Children  
Honors Alumna for Commitment to 
Special Education

As it celebrates its 100th anniversary in 2022, the Council for 
Exceptional Children (CEC) recognized 100 exceptional educators 
from around the world, “who have shown a passion, dedication, and 
commitment to making a difference in the lives of the students 
who they teach.” Concordia-Chicago alumna Danielle Mitchell MA 
’20, a kindergarten through 2nd grade special education resource 
teacher at Hawthorne Elementary in Elmhurst, IL, embodies  
that commitment.

“There are so many things I am passionate about in my role as a 
special educator!” Mitchell says. “One thing I love the most is being 
able to experience the successes my students achieve together 
with them. They work so hard each day to do things that may come 
without challenge to others, and I value the opportunity to help 
them find areas of strength.” Mitchell adds, “After completing my 
master’s program at Concordia-Chicago, I gained the knowledge 
needed to advocate for the youngest of learners in education.” 

The CEC is the largest international membership and advocacy 
organization for special education professionals, dedicated to 
improving the success of children and youth with disabilities  
and/or gifts and talents.
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I T  B E G A N  A S 
J U S T  O N E  O F 
T H O S E  L I T T L E 
C R E AT I V E  W R I T I N G 
P R O J E C T S ,  B U T  I  G O T 
FA R  E N O U G H  I N T O  I T  A N D 
I  R E A L I Z E D ,  ‘ O H ,  I  H AV E 
E N O U G H  T O  S AY  
T O  A C T U A L L Y  W R I T E  
A  F U L L  S T O R Y  H E R E . ’ ”
—Grayden McClellan,  
Undergraduate middle grades education major
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Concordia-Chicago’s Foundation continually seeks to build partnerships to further the 
University’s mission. Each collaboration is integral for success from both a ministry 
and operations perspective. This teamwork is so vital to our future that the effort was 
designated as a theme of the “Focusing Our Future: 2025” strategic plan. 

Our alumni and friends not only provide ongoing guidance but play a key role in 
connecting the University with resources to sustain our ministry. In this issue, we share 
how partnerships:

• Rally Mission-Focused Partners – Together, 
alongside the Lutheran Church Extension 
Fund and LCMS Foundation, we are able to 
increase opportunities for African- 
Americans studying in full-time LCMS 
ministry programs through the Dr. Rosa J. 
Young Opportunity Scholarship.

• Connect Students, Alumni and Partners – Our 
relationship with Christ can be deepened 
through the fine arts, and generations of 
musicians have come together to ensure this 
legacy at CUC is strengthened through the 
newly named Gieschen Recital Hall. 

• Develop and Organize an Intentional Network 
of Friends – The new Lutheran Identity Fund, 
made possible by a community of believers, 
plays a significant role in the University’s 
ability to demonstrate our faith and purpose 
as well as sustain those set apart to serve.

Whether your vocation is in the Church, education, sciences or business, your 
contributions assist the University in preparing students for lives of influence and 
service for the common good. We appreciate your support to continue enriching their 
formative student experiences—today and in the future. 

Thank you for being a partner in this journey with us. 

God’s blessing, 

Jeff Hynes  
Senior Vice President for University Advancement 
Foundation President and CEO

Growing
Our Mission

Resident assistants partner 
with classmates on move-in day. 

O U R  A L U M N I  A N D  F R I E N D S  N O T  O N L Y  P R O V I D E 

O N G O I N G  G U I D A N C E  B U T  P L AY  A  K E Y  R O L E  I N 

C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  W I T H  R E S O U R C E S 

T O  S U S TA I N  O U R  M I N I S T R Y. ”
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Dr. Rosa J. Young 
counseling young 
teachers. Photo  
from lcms.org.

Dr. Rosa J. Young (1890-1971) is known for her 
legacy as an educator and church planter, 
especially as an advocate for children in rural 
areas. She taught more than 2,000 students, 
influencing their lives through her faith and 
her belief in the importance of education, 
at a time when opportunities for children of 
sharecroppers were exceptionally limited.

Dr. Young played an instrumental role in the 
founding and development of 30 Lutheran 
elementary schools and 35 Lutheran 
congregations throughout Alabama. She 
led a life of service and enabled others to do 
the same. Many of her students entered the 
ministry, became parochial school teachers and 
spread the Gospel. Dr. Young was awarded an 
honorary doctorate by Concordia Theological 
Seminary in May 1961—she was both the first 
woman and first African-American honored in 
this way by the LCMS.

To continue her mission, the new Dr. Rosa J. 
Young Opportunity Scholarship will provide 
financial relief for African-American students 
pursuing church-related professions at 
Concordia-Chicago. Thanks to a special 
collaboration between Concordia-Chicago, the 

Support Concordia-Chicago Students: 
Carry On Dr. Rosa J. Young’s Mission 

LCMS Foundation and the Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund, every gift to the scholarship 
can be matched—up to $275,000! 

More than 70 partners have already shared 
nearly $40,000, unlocking the first matching 
funds to endow the scholarship. We are 
inspired by those who will help grow the fund to 
$550,000 and extend Dr. Young’s legacy  
through African-American students at 
Concordia-Chicago. 

What about Concordia University  
Chicago inspires your partnership?

“The University’s commitment to Christian 
education, especially preparing future teachers 
in our Lutheran schools.” 

—Beverly Betker BS ’63  
Young Opportunity Fund partner

“Besides the history for the teaching 
profession, and the fact that it is a Christian 
environment, I was so positively impacted by 
the people who work there or were associated 
with (CUC).” 

—Laurie Midgette PhD ’21  
Young Opportunity Fund partner

Partners Fund Renovations 
to Honor Gieschen Legacy
Since Dr. Thomas Gieschen served 
as the first full time choral conductor 
from 1957 to 1993, Concordia University 
Chicago choirs have impacted thousands 
of students and tens of thousands of 
audience members. 

In summer 2019, the University completed 
Phase One of a $1.4 million renovation to 
its choir’s campus facilities thanks to the 
estate of Dr. Julia Hennig. Last updated 
in the 1980s, the former McCormick 
Recital Hall choir room was upgraded 
by modernizing HVAC, lighting, flooring, 

ceiling, as well as repairing the roof and 
increasing electrical capacity of the room. 
This phase also removed the existing 
rehearsal risers and refurbished of the 
recital organ. 

More than 130 choral alumni and 
friends rallied to fund Phase Two of the 
transformation while honoring the legacy 
of Dr. Gieschen. Acoustic engineers 
designed a custom plan to eliminate echo 
and reduce reverberation. New paneling 

continued on next page  Dr. Thomas Gieschen BS ‘52
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on north and east walls angle slightly and direct sound 
waves up instead of across the room. The south wall has 
acoustic fabric panels that cover walls at strategic heights. 
Wood treatments above the east entrance enhance 
acoustics and visually connect to organ paneling along the 
opposite wall.

The University now has a premier practice and performance 
space that reflects the quality of its premier ensembles. 
This spring, CUC’s Board of Regents officially designated 
the space Gieschen Recital Hall, in honor of Dr. Gieschen 
and with thanks to those who gave in his honor. An official 
celebration will take place Sunday, Oct. 30, in conjunction 
with Kapelle’s home concert. 

What about Concordia University Chicago inspires  
your partnership?

“We so much appreciated the music ministry of Dr. Gieschen when we 
were students at Concordia.” 

—Joan (Willie) MA ‘75 & Bob Linden BA ’74  
Recital Hall Renovation partner

“Music has always been an important part of campus life at Concordia 
University Chicago. I’m privileged to be a leader in this unique choral 
tradition as the current Kapelle conductor.” 

—Dr. Charles Brown  
Recital Hall Renovation partner

To partner with a CUC Foundation philanthropic advisor, call toll free at 866-448-3867 or email  

Foundation@CUChicago.edu. Share your gift today  at CUChicago.edu/GiveNow.

New Fund Partners in  
Faith-Forward Initiatives
With a founding gift from Lutheran Public Radio (LPR), Concordia-
Chicago’s new Lutheran Identity Fund is taking shape to recruit 
LCMS faculty and students as well as to bring a more visible 
Lutheran presence to campus. 

CUC President Dr. Russell Dawn says, “Lutheran Public Radio and 
its listeners are wonderful partners helping Concordia-Chicago 
to thrive. I’m grateful for their generosity and honored that they 
feel a kinship with our Lutheran mission.” More than 30 University 
partners have already joined LPR’s commitment to educate a new 
generation for vocations in church, family and the world. 

Tremendous social and cultural pressures challenge students 
during their college experience. This fund provides for 
opportunities to embrace and remain true to timeless Lutheran 
values. Contributions have furnished Christian visibility on campus 
including crosses hung in each classroom and campus banners 
reflecting the tenets of truth, freedom and vocation. The fund also 
provides for the theology courses taken by each undergraduate 
student, as well as the opportunity to attend daily Chapel. 

This effort assures the University’s faith-filled values and voices 
remain prominent in the midst of uncertainty and change. Growing 
this initiative will provide a more appealing choice for new faculty 
members, as well as the students they teach, who share this 
Lutheran identity.  

What about Concordia University Chicago inspires  
your partnership?

 “Concordia-Chicago’s recommitment to the mission and identity 
over the past couple years has been inspiring!” 

—Ryan Weseloh BA ’17 
Lutheran Identity Fund partner

“Preparing young minds to meet the challenges that face us. Our 
Lutheran heritage was passed on to us not as our possession, but a 
trust to be cherished and passed on to our children.” 

—Art Schroeder BA ’70  
Lutheran Identity Fund partner

Students work with Deaconess Kristin Wassilak.
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Your Gift for Scholarship  
Impacts Lives

For Him.

Your gift increases the vital financial  
aid available for every full-time  
traditional student. Partner today and  
provide students opportunities to grow  
as they are formed for vocations in the 
church, their families, and the world.

Give for Scholarships at
CUChicago.edu/GiveNow
866-288-3926

Through Him.  

Your partnership helps instill in each  
Concordia University Chicago student  
that they were created by Him, that  
everything they can do is through Him,  
and that no matter their degree or level  
of study everything we do is for Him.

https://4agc.com/donation_pages/2dd9cf7c-e8db-44d1-8155-95328acb414e


See You at the LCMS Youth Gathering:  
Involvement Beyond the Booth

By: Anna Seifert, Communications Associate

This July, tens of thousands of high school students, youth leaders 
and volunteers will come together in Houston, TX for the 15th triennial 
LCMS Youth Gathering, “In All Things.” Attendees won’t be able to miss 
the CUC presence there. With many alumni, students, faculty and staff 
serving in major roles, the University is making a significant mark on 
the event both in front of and behind the scenes.

Dr. Richard Fischer, distinguished professor of music at Concordia-Chicago, is 
preparing to lead the Youth Gathering Wind Symphony for the seventh time. He will 
conduct approximately 15 CUC Wind Symphony members alongside 50 high school 
student musicians from around the country. “We send all the music out to them 
in advance, but we only have three rehearsals in person and a run-through of the 
program the morning of the final service,” he says. “So they’ve really got to know their 
music before they get to Houston.” 

Providing the music for the closing service, in a stadium of more than 20,000 people, 
is “an incredible thing. As the culminating experience of the gathering, it’s pretty 
monumental,” Fischer says excitedly. “I think the high school students go ‘Whoa!’ It can 
be intimidating because we typically don’t play for that many people.” But even amid 
what can be an overwhelming experience, the musicians always rise to the occasion, 
he says, adding, “I’m deeply honored that they would think of me to lead these high 
school and college students.”

With so many attendees expected, handling participant logistics is crucial. The Youth 
Gathering welcomes individuals from all over the world. One of those responsible for making 
that happen is Dr. Debbie Arfsten, Concordia-Chicago’s DCE program director, who manages 
the international participant experience. “We are planning to welcome people from India, 
Brazil, Hungary, Uruguay, Argentina, Belgium, Germany, Canada, Honduras, Hong Kong and 
Liberia,” she says.

Alumna Melissa (Christian) Luepke BA ’99 serves as a manager for the gathering ambassador 
leadership team, selecting, placing and training the adults who will volunteer in many roles 
before and during the Gathering. In carrying out this major responsibility, Luepke stays 
motivated by the joy of bringing youth to Christ. “Youth need to know they are not alone on 
their journey of life and faith. Through this act of service I get to do, I am able to be a small 
part of what brings youth to meet Jesus,” she says. “Also, there is something so invigorating 
about having thousands of youth and adults gathered together to worship our Lord and 
Savior. I can’t wait to sing with everyone!”
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This year marks the third Gathering for which CUC English professor Andrew 
Pederson BA ’01 is the script writer for the drama portion. He begins almost two 
years ahead of time with the Gathering’s creative team. “The theological advisor 
writes a paper based on the theme, and we talk through how we can get those 
ideas on stage,” he explains. After drafting initial scripts himself, Pederson 
submits several rounds of drafts to the team until the final versions are  
agreed upon. 

He appreciates that drama is given such importance at the Gathering. “It shows 
that creative writing has a place in the Church, and this is an impactful way that 
it can be used. Part of participating for me is vocational—it’s an opportunity to 
use some of the gifts I’ve been given,” says Pederson, who, in addition to being 
an English professor is also an accomplished playwright. “For me and my faith, 

working with the Gathering has been such a blessing,” he adds. “I look around and I say,‘These are people who deeply care about 
getting Jesus into the lives of young people.’ For me, there’s nothing more important.” 

After Pederson finalizes his work with the planning team, the production team brings the scripts to life. One of the people 
responsible for assisting with production is Brian Fruits BA ’03, adjunct professor at CUC and drama director for the Youth 
Gathering stadium event team. Fruits has spent the last year assembling and rehearsing with a cast, many of whom are 
Concordia-Chicago students. They will have the chance to act in the live productions as well as in pre-filmed scenes. 

“Our focus is to put all our energy into prayer and praise, and entertainment, for the betterment of all the people in attendance 
who are there to strengthen or rejuvenate their faith,” Fruits says. Both he and Pederson expressed their gratitude that Board of 
Regents chair Dr. Dominic Salvino graciously funded the travel for the actors.

Fruits calls it an honor and a privilege to have been asked to be the drama director. “Service is part of my vocation, and this 
is art-meets-service-meets-education. It helps show that we at Concordia-Chicago are capable of doing anything; we can 
compete with anyone,” Fruits says. “Some of my actors said they remembered seeing the acting troupe at the Youth Gathering 
three years ago, and they wanted to be like them. This is such a positive event for these young people of the LCMS.”

The Youth Gathering will be held in a major league baseball 
stadium for the first time this year, a fact brought up by several 
of those who will be there. Fruits says, “We have so many 
talented, professional people in the LCMS working behind the 
scenes with the stadium events crew—costumes, lighting, 
sound—with me and with our students.”

One of those talented people is alumnus Phil Grimpo BA ’98, 
who owns the video, audio and lighting company Inspirmedia 
Productions. Since 2007, Inspirmedia has provided key A/V 
support to the Youth Gathering mass event team. “About six 
months out, we begin shooting and editing all the content seen 
in the stadium, and we identify camera locations and start 
blocking out the scripts. Pre-planning is important to ensure 
we have enough cameras to cover particulars about the event,” 

Grimpo explains. His team consists of camera operators and 
engineers, a playback operator, a streaming director, and a 
lyric operator. Grimpo’s role during the Gathering is to direct 
and switch the video cameras during the live events. 

He remembers the 1995 Youth Gathering when he worked as a 
young adult volunteer: “I fell in love with the technology used 
for the Gathering, and it was always a dream to direct the mass 
events.” As a student at Concordia-Chicago, he worked in the 
WCGR-TV studio, which helped greatly in preparing him for his 
future work. “I grew up in a very small town in Michigan, and 
when I went to my first Gathering, it opened my eyes to how 
much our church cared about our youth. It also showed me that 
there are so many more people just like me,” he recalls.

Alumni: Connect with Classmates & Friends!
Sunday, July 10 | 12 - 3 p.m. | Minute Maid Park | Register at bit.ly/AlumniYG22
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Jazz Trumpeter Improvises His Way to a Degree
By: Martina Reese, Communications and Marketing Assistant
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A t ru m p et er h i ts t h e roa d

Victor Garcia dropped out of college when life presented an 
opportunity that was too good to pass up. That was back in 
2003, and Garcia, then a junior-year music performance major at 
Northern Illinois University, was invited to record an album with 
Angel Meléndez and the 911 Mambo Orchestra. For a rising trumpet 
player in Chicago’s jazz scene, the offer from Meléndez was an 
enormous compliment to his musical chops and a stunning career 
break. Even if it meant missing finals.

The album, a huge hit, was nominated for a Grammy. And the band, 
including Garcia, went on tour to promote the album. The trusted 
mentor who had reassured Garcia that “school would always be 
here” when he was deliberating dropping out, had also encouraged 
him not to let too much time elapse before he returned to finish 
college. “A bachelor’s degree is something that I should have done 
a long time ago,” Garcia acknowledges now, a bit ruefully. “But life 
and musical opportunities kept getting in front of me and I couldn’t  
refuse them.” 

It took Garcia two decades to finally return to college, but when 
he did, he chose Concordia University Chicago. Now, 39 years old 
and fresh from completing a Bachelor of Arts in music this spring, 
the musician is grateful for all that’s happened in his eventful life 
between leaving NIU and, finally, crossing the commencement 
stage in his cap and gown.

During his original stint as an undergraduate, Garcia enrolled 
as a music education major. He soon switched to trumpet 
performance, realizing he was more interested in playing than 
leading a school band. As it turns out, Garcia’s musical career 
has included not only performance, but plenty of teaching as he 
discovered immense joy in helping adult players develop  
as musicians.

T h e ac c i d en ta l t eac h er

“[My teaching] started with middle-aged men who had 
stopped playing for many years; they were impressed 
and wanted to learn something entirely new,” Garcia 
remembers. “After 
performances, people 
would come up and 
ask, ‘do you teach?’”

His teaching practice 
soon expanded to include 
the Music Institute of Chicago, 
where his students, many of 
whom were senior citizens, came 
fired up to learn about Latin music and 
the basics of improvisation. Since then, 
Garcia has become an adjunct music 
faculty member at Loyola University 
Chicago, Roosevelt University and the 
University of Illinois at Chicago.

All the while, Garcia was establishing himself 
as a blazingly talented trumpet soloist as well as leader of 
ensembles composed of gifted instrumentalists hand-picked from 
the Chicago jazz scene. In developing repertoire for his bands and 
the accomplished musicians who populate them, Garcia has had 
ample opportunity to hone his chops as a composer and arranger. 
His all-original debut album, The Grind/The Groove, released in 
2018, drew high praise from Downbeat magazine’s Ed Enright, 
who observed, “The writing, the playing, the grind and the groove 
all coalesce into one fine body of work on this auspicious leader 
debut from one of Chicago’s most exciting and hard-working 
young artists.”

Victor Garcia and the Juju Exchange delight a full house at 
Chicago’s City Winery in January. 
Photo Credit: Janet Mami Takayama

Garcia shares his knowledge as an industry veteran while also 
learning from fellow CUC jazz classmates.
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Since his early recording and touring breakout, Garcia has shared 
the stage and recording studio with a who’s-who of jazz and pop 
greats, including Aretha Franklin, Arturo Sandoval, Spoon, Monty 
Alexander, Wynton Marsalis, Branford Marsalis, Victor Manuelle, 
Nicholas Payton, La India, the Temptations, the Isley Brothers, Tito 
Puente, Jr., Paquito d’Rivera and Dr. John. Victor has recorded on 
dozens of albums, adding two more Grammy nominations to his 
already exceptional resume.

Bac k to s c h o o l

So why does an in-demand jazz trumpeter decide after two 
decades to go back to college? For Garcia, it was all about 
opportunity created by the COVID-19 pandemic. Two-plus years 
of cancellations and uncertainty had a devastating impact on the 
careers and income of many musicians who share their talents 
through live performance; Garcia was no exception.

“Everything just disappeared, vanished,” he remembers. “All my 
gigs: all the weddings, all the private events, all the concerts.” With 
live gigs and in-person teaching suddenly gone, Garcia’s income 
dried up. Reflecting on his options, he turned a pandemic-driven 

career emergency into opportunity by returning, at last, to earn his  
undergraduate degree.

By applying transfer credits from his earlier work at NIU, Garcia 
was able to complete his degree at CUC in four semesters. Garcia 
lists his classes with Dr. Jonathan Stahlke in music theory, Dr. 
Jason Pych on the mind and brain, and conducting studies with Dr. 
Richard Fischer and Dr. Charles Brown among the highlights of his 
CUC experience. He enjoyed the welcoming campus culture, too. 
“It feels like a small town community,” Garcia notes. “Everyone is 
really supportive of each other.”

While attending classes, Garcia joined the student jazz ensemble, 
providing an unprecedented opportunity for the less-seasoned 
members of the ensemble to play alongside a highly accomplished 
professional. Jon Rarick, the adjunct professor who leads CUC’s 
jazz ensemble, was initially taken aback at the arrival of a man he 
considers one of the best jazz trumpeters in the city of Chicago. 
“It was a little intimidating learning that Victor was going to be a 
student in the group,” Rarick admits. “But he’s been very helpful in 
going the extra mile to help his peers.” 

Collin Pease, a music education major who plays electric guitar 
with the ensemble, says, “I could listen to him improvise and 
play for hours. I don’t know how he does it.” Theology major and 
trumpet player Nicholas Vukalovich enjoys the spirit Victor brings 
to the group. “Victor is a bunch of joy,” he reports. “Just being able 
to hear him is inspiring to me—hearing that level of playing.”

Garcia hopes that 
accumulating a 

degree or two will 
allow him to one day 

enjoy the stability of 
a full-time university 

faculty position while 
also performing as a 

gigging musician. Juggling 
multiple adjunct positions at 

different Chicago institutions, as 
Garcia has done for years, has been 

simultaneously satisfying and draining. 
“After years of driving from one place to the 

next,” he explains, “I started realizing I’d hit a ceiling: 
I couldn’t get hired full-time without a bachelor’s degree, 

at least, or a master’s, recommended.” Now, with a CUC 
bachelor’s degree in hand, Garcia plans to proceed to earn a 

master’s degree in music at DePaul University.

M a k i n g a m u s i c i a n

Victor Garcia was born in Chicago to parents who had emigrated 
from Mexico to the U.S. His parents, extremely musical 
themselves, met in the church choir at St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church on the city’s northwest side. Garcia’s first 
instrument was a beat-up old trumpet his father picked up at a flea 
market the summer before Victor entered high school.
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“I remember putting that trumpet to my lips,” Garcia recalls. “To 
make a sound, you have to put your lips together and buzz, but I 
had no idea.” He spent his first two years with the instrument in 
self-guided experimentation. “It was not love at first sight, by any 
means,” he recalls. “But my personality is, if I see something, I want 
to figure it out.”

Garcia’s father, looking for ways to expose his son to formal training, 
enrolled him in a Chicago Park District community jazz big band 
that met on Monday evenings at Horner Park. “There were these 
trumpet players who were super sweet,” says Garcia, looking back. 
“They seemed a thousand years old to me and would share their 
cassette tapes. I was like, ‘Cool, thanks!’ Then I’d rush home to listen 
and think, ‘What is this?! This is amazing!’”

Junior year in high school brought a life-altering initiation at 
Chicago’s Merit School of Music, thanks to friends who recognized 
his potential and hooked him up with a scholarship that provided 
lessons at a price within reach of the Garcia family’s limited means. 
His first teacher, Michael McLaughlin, helped the young player clean 
up the bad habits he’d developed on his own and placed him in the 
jazz group, observing how Garcia adeptly used an exceptional ear to 
compensate for a lack of prior experience with notation and  
chord changes.

M u s i c t h at en d u r es

Garcia’s journey into music composition began with transcribing 
other people’s compositions. “The first solo that exploded my mind 
and made me think, ‘You can do that with this thing?’ was a Dizzy 
Gillespie recording, a greatest hits compilation by RCA Victor,” 
he remembers. “I transcribed his solo on ‘Manteca.’ It took many 
headaches, because I wasn’t doing it right.” He admits, “I was 
completely enamored with it all. For me, it became almost  
an addiction.”

Inevitably, Garcia’s experimentation with transcription as a means 
to enrich his own improvisation led to regular arranging and 
composing. In addition, by playing in dozens of bands—including a 
jazz combo, an R&B group and a wedding band—Garcia had multiple 
labs in which to test his forays into composition.

For the gig-hopping musician, there was a lot to like about  
creating an enduring body of work. “Little by little, I realized I was 
playing all these gigs, but after it was over it disappeared into thin 
air,” he explains. “What about a musician stays and  
endures? Compositions.”

T h e i m po rta n c e o f b ei n g V i cto r

As much as Victor Garcia thrives as a musical being, his favorite 
gig of all time, it turns out, is being a dad. “I always thought 
[parenthood] was going to be a distraction from what I really 
wanted to do,” he explains. “The pandemic...has really made me 
slow down and make more time for my family. And I see how it 
causes my whole life to feel more stable and any extension of 
it, such as music—which is not the core—becomes much more 
centered. When I become a performer on stage...I feel comfortable 
in that role because I feel like I have people that stand in support of 
me at all times. Even if I play terribly, I’ll go home and I’m going to 
be loved just the same.”

As the world emerges from the most restrictive phases of 
pandemic response, Garcia’s performing and teaching career 
shows signs of reviving. In late January, he performed a joyous set 
of Latin jazz to a full house at Chicago’s City Winery, playing his 
own compositions and arrangements with The Juju Exchange, a 
band he custom-assembled for the occasion. A few weeks later, 
Garcia joined an all-star lineup of instructors for the second annual 
International Masters of Improvisation Workshop. The online 
collaboration was attended remotely by high school-age students 
from Spanish-speaking countries including Colombia, Venezuela, 
Chile and Mexico, who joined U.S.-based students for Garcia’s 
presentation titled “Rhythm and Modes in Improvisation.” Garcia 
was delighted to use his bilingual fluency to communicate with a 
diverse group of eager musicians-in-formation. 

Pandemic setbacks notwithstanding, the future looks bright for 
Victor Garcia, who demonstrates an amazing knack for making 
connections that lead to opportunities. “All these opportunities 
have come up from word of mouth and playing with different 
people,” he explains, adding that his CUC degree will help open 
additional doors for him. “It’s an intricate, beautiful web. I feel 
extremely blessed and lucky to blow hot air through a cold piece of 
plumbing for a living, honestly.”

Garcia receives his diploma from President Dawn during 
spring Commencement.
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We’re excited for alumni and 
friends to return home this fall! 
Special weekend gatherings 
include Classes of 1962, 1972 and 
1997, Alumni Association Annual 
Meeting, 2022-23 Athletic Hall 
of Fame Celebration, and 1972 
Football Team. Our weekend 
features family fun for all 
Cougars, no matter how big or 
small their ROAR!

MONDAY-SUNDAY,  
OCTOBER 3-9

Event Schedule & Registration  
at CUCHICAGO.EDU/HOMECOMING

Honor the 2022-23  
Athletic Hall of  

Fame Inductees
Homecoming  

Saturday, October 8

Paul Ebert BA ‘88 
Football

Ken Handy BA ‘93  
Men’s Basketball

Jason Shambo BA ‘04 
Men’s Soccer

Alyssa Soulis BA ‘14 
Women’s Soccer

2012 Football Team

https://www.cuchicago.edu/events/homecoming/


A Part of Gross Hall Lives On with  
Donation to Area Residents in Need
By: Eric Matanyi, Associate Vice President for Communications 
 and Marketing

The dates were set, the contracts were signed and the wheels began 
to turn on the demolition of Gross Hall, which had housed Concordia-
Chicago students since 1969. There was just one problem: the 
University still had a building’s worth of dorm furniture that had not 
exceeded its useful lifespan. Multiple calls to area nonprofits didn’t yield 
any takers. Yet, with an eye toward project sustainability—the exterior 
bricks, for instance, would be saved and used in new projects around 
the region—an unlikely champion emerged.

While listening to Chicago radio stalwart WGN Radio 720, Concordia-
Chicago’s public safety chief Dave Witken heard mention of one 
last potential opportunity to donate the furniture. During his weekly 
broadcast of HouseSmarts, local home improvement guru Lou 
Manfredini discussed an organization called Humble Design, which 
helps furnish homes for families, individuals and veterans who are 
exiting homeless scenarios. Witken was on the phone first thing 
Monday morning.

Julie Dickinson, director of Humble Design’s Chicago location, was 
elated to receive the call. “When COVID hit, we doubled the number of 
people we served, but we also blew through our inventory,” she says. 
“We work in a lot of vintage Chicago apartments with large families and 
limited space. So furniture designed for tight areas, like tall dressers 
from a residence hall, are key—we never have enough of them.”

Humble Design, which also serves clients in Detroit, Cleveland, Seattle 
and San Diego, takes a unique approach to serving those emerging 
from homelessness. The organization employs professional interior 
designers to help set up homes that not only fulfill their residents’ basic 
needs, but also reflect their personal tastes and style. Dickinson notes 
that having a fully furnished home is a key component to successfully 
transitioning from housing instability to security.

“Imagine the impossibility of trying to furnish an entire home 
from scratch,” she offers. “Landlords might assume that 
residents don’t have their act together because 
they’re sleeping on the floor next to their 
clothes in a bag. The reality of it is that they 
can’t afford a dresser.” For some children, 
Dickinson explains, Humble Design 
provides the very first bed that they have 
ever slept in.

Manfredini’s involvement with the 
organization didn’t end with his mention 
of them on the radio. He’s been working 
to become more involved with Humble 

Humble Design worked with CUC staff to fill 
six large vehicles with donated furniture.
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Design in recent months. “I’ve long been an advocate for assisting the homeless in the Chicago 
area, and I’ve been impressed by the large impact this small organization has had.” He notes 

that the waitlist for affordable housing in Chicago is a staggering six to eight years. “Once 
a family finally gets into their new home, Humble Design is making sure each resident’s 

needs are met—by providing everything from housewares to kitchen utensils  
to microwaves.”

So on a recent spring morning, just days before Gross Hall’s demolition 
was slated to start, Witken, Dickinson, Manfredini and a small 
group of volunteers worked together to move furniture into waiting 
moving trucks that would deliver it to Humble Design’s warehouse. 
Manfredini, who also owns two local Ace Hardware stores, even 
brought his own delivery truck to load up. In all, more than a hundred 
items filled six large vehicles including beds, mattresses, dressers, 
tables, chairs, desks and microwaves.

“At CUC, we don’t just teach service leadership, we live it out in all 
we do,” Witken says. “I feel blessed that we could play a small role in 
making life better for so many area families.”

Learn more about Humble Design, including ways to donate or 
volunteer, at HumbleDesign.org/Chicago.

Half a Century of Gross Hall
Gross Hall was built in 1969, designed to house 206 
students. The building was named after 1885 Addison 
Teachers Seminary graduate John M. Gross and his 
three sons, Herbert BS ’25, Arthur BS ’19 and Walter—
all of whom were dedicated to supporting Lutheran 
education throughout their lives. Dr. Herbert Gross 
was a longtime Concordia faculty member, serving 
as a professor of geography from 1940 to 1976 and 
as editor of the Lutheran Education Journal. Arthur 
Gross helped bring football to campus as a student, 
and returned to coach Cougar football’s first official 
season of conference play in 1927.

In recent years, Gross Hall served a decreasing 
number of students and was most recently used as 
quarantine housing during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
After demolition work is completed, the building 
site will be converted to additional green space, 
with the potential for other uses in the future. The 
University’s newest residence and Gross Hall’s heir 
apparent, Concordia Hall, was built in 2017 and 
serves students with first-in-class amenities. Well-
established residence halls David and Jonathan; Kohn 
and Lindemann, Brohm and Krauss; and Mary Martha 
and Trusheim will continue to house students for the 
foreseeable future.

Gross Hall before demolition began in April 2022.
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By: Anna Seifert, Communications Associate

After exiting a morning chapel service last fall, University Pastor 
Jeff Leininger asked senior Jesse Muehler to take a walk across 
campus with him, but didn’t reveal their ultimate destination. “It 
will be worth it for you to be a few minutes late to class,” Leininger 
said. They arrived at the president’s office, where President Dawn, 
Dean of Students Kathy Gebhardt and Pastor Leininger surprised 
Muehler with the news that he had been named CUC’s Lincoln 
Laureate for 2021-2022. Each year, the Abraham Lincoln Civic 
Engagement Awards are presented to one student from each of 
the degree-granting institutions in Illinois, for excellence in both 
curricular and extracurricular activities.

“I have personally known a couple of the previous Lincoln 
Laureates from CUC, and it is a blessing to be named among such 
a talented and genuine group of individuals,” Muehler exclaims. 
“The Class of 2022 is composed of incredible people who are 
passionately dedicated to their academics and extracurricular 
activities, as well as service to one another, Chicagoland and the 
world. To be able to serve as just a sample of the wonderful people 
God has called to this university really is an honor!”

The Lincoln Academy of Illinois was established by the governor 
in 1964 to celebrate the state’s most distinguished, civic-minded 
residents. The mission of the academy was expanded in 1975 to 
include the student laureate program. 

The ceremony was not held at the traditional location—the Old 
State Capitol in Springfield—due to COVID protocols. Instead, 
the Lincoln Academy held a virtual ceremony, and each student 
celebrated with their individual college or university. Dr. Dawn 
personally presented Muehler with his award on campus  
in December.

Muehler came to Concordia-Chicago as a President’s Honor 
Scholar, the University’s highest academic scholarship for new 
students. During his subsequent years at CUC, he steeped himself 
in all kinds of student activities. He sang in Kapelle every semester, 
and participated in Schola Cantorum, University Band and Cougar 
Band. Since junior year, Muehler has served as executive director 
of Concordia University Dance Marathon (CUDM), which raises 
money for Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago.

He has also taken leadership roles in CUC4Life and Concordia 
Youth Ministry, which he says has been his favorite experience. “It 
has been incredible to build a faith-centered community with other 
students, spend time together in fellowship and in God’s Word, 
and then see these other service-driven students participate 

Lincoln Laureate Embodies Service-Driven 
Mindset on Campus and Beyond

Jesse Muehler BA ’22

in ministry with the middle and high school youth that we serve 
through our lock-ins,” he says.

Muehler adds that the people at Concordia-Chicago are what 
has made his time here so enjoyable and meaningful. “My peers 
challenge me daily in my classwork, extracurricular activities and 
even my spiritual life,” he explains. “I could go on and on about the 
faculty at CUC and how they have molded me into the student—and 
soon to be teacher—that I am today. Deaconess Betsy Dodgers and 
Professor Jared Stiek are just two of many who have taught me an 
incredible amount about ministry and have inspired me to  
succeed here.”

After graduation, Muehler will be taking a call to a Lutheran school 
to teach either middle or high school English. “I’m looking forward 
to sharing the Gospel through word and deed with my future 
students on a daily basis!”
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The 2021-22 men’s basketball season 
will long be remembered for its historic 
moments and as the resurgence of 
a strengthened program. Under the 
guidance of head coach Steve Kollar, 
the Cougars earned the top seed in the 
conference tournament for the first time 
ever, won the most games in a season (15) 
since 1993-94 and won a postseason game 
for the first time in 12 years. Even though 
the Cougars ended up falling just short of a 
Northern Athletics Collegiate Conference 
(NACC) Tournament title and a trip to the 
NCAA Tournament, they achieved more 
milestones in one year than they had in the 
previous 25. 

The Cougars were initially picked to finish 
10th in the conference in preseason polls. 
Around the league, there was little faith 
in a CUC team that finished fourth of five 
teams in the NACC South a year prior. 
However, the Cougars returned three All-
NACC players, including Jordan Matthews, 
who was named to the first team for the 
South division. Honorable mentions and 
veteran players Izak Ruddell and Brent 
Hatten were back in maroon and gold, with 
Ruddell having been named NACC South 
Defensive Player of the Year in 2021.

After playing just 16 games in 2020-21 due 
to COVID-19, the Cougars returned to a 
full slate this year. The season began on 
Nov. 5 in Colorado Springs, CO, against 
Colorado College. After a back-and-forth 
game full of scoring runs, the Cougars 
fell 60-59. Regardless of the game result, 
the trip provided the team a chance to 
grow closer and build trust heading into 
what they knew could be a special year. 
Not only were they bringing back three 
All-NACC players, but the senior duo of 
Landen Gladney and Jalen Meeks were 
also returning after a year away. 

A slow start to the season followed the 
trip out west. The team was 2-5 out of the 
gate and fell to 1-3 in conference play, a 
tall hill to climb to get back into the race. 
This start was quickly put in the rearview 
mirror, however. A home victory over 
Lakeland University sparked a five-game 
winning streak for the Cougars, including 
one of their most significant wins of the 
season, a 77-75 defeat of rival Concordia-
Wisconsin on the road. It was their first 
time beating the Falcons since 2014, and 
their first time doing so in Wisconsin 
since 2007. After that win, it was clear 
something was unique about this  
year’s team.

Though the streak was eventually 
snapped by Benedictine University, the 
Cougars’ confidence didn’t waver. In lieu 
of the canceled Concordia Invitational 
Tournament (CIT), CUC scheduled a 
game on the road against No. 2 Illinois 
Wesleyan University. In what could only be 
described as one of the biggest upsets in 
all of Division III this season, the Cougars 
handed the Titans their first loss at home 
since Feb. 2020.

Hatten and Matthews were the driving 
forces for the Cougars, combining for 41 
points and eight 3-pointers. The win put 
the team on the map and proved they 

historic season hints 
at greatness ahead

could beat any DIII team in the country on 
any given night. Matthews was named to 
the D3Hoops.com Team of the Week as a 
result of his performance, becoming just 
the second Cougar to ever receive the 
honor, joining Mitch Pelissier who did so in 
the 2018-19 season. 

Two weeks later, the Cougars hosted first-
place St. Norbert College at Geiseman 
Gymnasium for the final home game of the 
regular season. The team’s four seniors, 
Meeks, Gladney, Ruddell and Matthews, 
were honored prior to the game. In a 
contest the Cougars desperately needed 
to win to keep their conference title hopes 
alive, Matthews poured in a career-high 
30 points on 6-8 shooting from downtown, 
bringing the Geiseman crowd to their feet 
on multiple occasions. It proved to be one 
of the most exciting games of the season 
for CUC, erasing a two-point halftime 
deficit and fighting off a late run from the 
Green Knights to escape with a decisive 
73-66 victory.

The Cougars were now in control of their 
own destiny in their quest for their first 
conference championship in a decade. 
Two nights later, the team visited 
Wisconsin Lutheran College, one of the 
top teams in the conference, in a gym the 
Cougars hadn’t won in for more than seven 

By: Justin Bjorseth, Athletic Communications Graduate Assistant

Jordan Matthews (#12) fights through contact 
for a layup against Rockford University.

I T  TA K E S  A N  E N T I R E  T E A M  T O  A C C O M P L I S H  W H AT 

T H E Y  S E T  O U T  T O  D O ,  A N D  W I T H O U T  T H E  E F F O R T S 

O F  E A C H  P L AY E R  E V E R Y  D AY,  A  C O N F E R E N C E 

C H A M P I O N S H I P  W O U L D  N O T  H AV E  B E E N  P O S S I B L E .
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years. The Cougars controlled much of 
the game, but the Warriors slowly clawed 
their way back, eventually tying the game 
with just 16 seconds left. That’s when 
sophomore Emanuel Wilson hit one of 
the biggest shots of his young career; a 
three-pointer with a hand in his face to put 
the Cougars ahead by three with just six 
seconds remaining. The Warriors missed 
their ensuing shot for the tie as time 
expired, and Wilson left Milwaukee a hero.

The regular season concluded two 
nights later with an 80-71 win at Rockford 
University, clinching the Cougars a share 
of the conference title and a chance at 
home court throughout the conference 
tournament. Within minutes of the 
game’s conclusion, Illinois Tech bested 
Benedictine on a buzzer beater, securing 
the top seed for the Cougars in the NACC 
Tournament. The team celebrated in the 
locker room as coach Kollar announced 
the NACC would indeed be going through 
River Forest. This moment was a 
culmination of everything they had worked 
for and believed in all season long.

It takes an entire team to accomplish 
what they set out to do, and without 
the efforts of each player every day, a 
conference championship would not 
have been possible. Their team motto 
is #TOGETHER. Perhaps the greatest 
example of this was the Wisconsin 
Lutheran game, where six different 
Cougars scored in double figures. They 
never relied on just one person—every 
night provided an opportunity for someone 
new to rise to the occasion and make the 
big play.

February 23, marked the first postseason 
basketball game at Geiseman in 10 years. 
Fans packed the stands decked out in 
maroon and generated a palpable buzz 
that was certainly felt by the players 
on the court. The energy was apparent 
immediately, as the Cougars sprinted to 
a 10-0 lead over Edgewood College and 
forced the Eagles to take a timeout less 
than three minutes into the game. Though 
the Eagles eventually settled down, CUC 
maintained a consistent double-digit lead 
for the vast majority of the game. Their 94 
points were the most they’d scored in a 
single game all season long.

It was an offensive performance for the 
ages for the Cougars. Matthews and 
Ruddell shot a combined 8-11 from beyond 
the arc on their way to 21 and 18 points, 
respectively. Not far behind them was 
sophomore point guard Justin Greenlee, 
who picked a great night to drop a career-
best 18 points. Hatten also scored in 
double figures with 13 points, while Meeks 
provided nine more off the bench on 4-6 
shooting. Along with his scoring, Matthews 
pulled in a season-high 12 rebounds, giving 
him his first double-double of the year. 

Unfortunately, the team was unable to 
replicate the performance two nights 
later in the semifinals. In front of a crowd 
donning Cougar gold, the team fell to 
eventual tournament champion Marian 
University 52-49. After shooting lights-out 
in the quarterfinals, CUC was 2-20 from 
deep against the Sabres. Even with this 
less-than-stellar shooting performance, 
the Cougars played stingy defense and 
held one of the best offensive teams in the 

conference to their lowest scoring output 
since November. This allowed them to stay 
in the game until the very end, losing by 
just one possession.

At the conclusion of the season, Matthews 
was once again named All-NACC First 
Team after leading the Cougars in PPG 
(14.9), assists (61) and steals (46). He was 
also third on the team with 104 rebounds. 
Coach Kollar and his staff were also named 
NACC Coaching Staff of the Year after 
exceeding their preseason expectations 
by nine spots in the standings. Alongside 
assistant coaches Kevin Howard, Matt 
Mahlke and Jordan Foster, Kollar took CUC 
Men’s Basketball to heights it hadn’t seen 
in recent memory.

There’s no doubt that this team and 
program only scratched the surface of 
their potential this year. There will be more 
exciting winters to come inside  
Geiseman Gymnasium.

Brent Hatten (#10) drives to the basket against Rockford University.
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Late last fall, CUC juniors Joy Greco and Melody Lipke returned 
from an educational fellowship in Washington, D.C. feeling 
energized in their faith and beliefs. Greco realized right away that 
she would be a good fit for the Center for Religion, Culture and 
Democracy’s First Liberty Fellowship. “Their mission, rooted in 
protecting religious liberty and pursuing truth in all things, is one to 
which I am deeply devoted,” she says.

Greco, who is majoring in sociology with minors in political science, 
criminal justice and psychology, and Lipke, who is majoring in 
English with creative writing and theology minors, spent four days 
in the District of Columbia with a group of undergraduate and 
graduate students from across the country. 

Students Return from Washington  
Fellowship “Affirmed & Encouraged” in Faith

T H E  P R O G R A M  E X P A N D E D  M Y 

K N O W L E D G E  A N D  TA U G H T  M E  N E W 

S K I L L S  I  C A N  U T I L I Z E  I N  A N Y 

P R O F E S S I O N  M O V I N G  F O R WA R D .  I T 

O P E N E D  M Y  E Y E S  T O  VA R I O U S  D Y N A M I C 

V O C AT I O N A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S . ” 

—Joy Greco 
Undergraduate sociology major

CUC juniors Joy Greco (left) and Melody Lipke (right) attended  
the First Liberty Fellowship in Washington, D.C. in November.

“Taking part in this experience was wonderfully uplifting and 
inspiring,” remarks Lipke. “Being able to hear from such a variety 
of individuals provided insight into journalism, economics, 
international relations, think tanks, politics and policy-making. 
Interacting with like-minded peers allowed us to develop 
friendships and feel affirmed and encouraged in our own 
commitment to our beliefs.”

Greco adds, “The program expanded my knowledge and taught me 
new skills I can utilize in any profession moving forward. It opened 
my eyes to various dynamic vocational opportunities, and although 
I am unsure what my future career path looks like, my main goal is 
to advocate for others in whatever setting I find myself. I not only 
grew in knowledge, but also in self-awareness.”

Highlights for both of the students included working on opinion-
writing and discussing their goals with established professionals 
and experts. “I had never done opinion writing before, but I ended 
up discovering a new talent and appreciation for the process,” 
Greco says. “It was also amazing to have the opportunity to get to 
know other high-achieving students from other undergraduate and 
graduate programs. I made many new friends that I still connect 
with today!”

The event was structured as a series of lectures and workshops, 
in which the students heard and learned from academic scholars, 
former lawmakers and diplomats, news writers, and more. Each 
day, they had a few hours to go out and enjoy Washington, taking 
field trips to various locations in the city.

“The combination of daily sessions, conversations with the 
speakers and our peers, and adventures in Washington, D.C. made 
the conference an unforgettable experience,” says Lipke. “I filled 
up a notebook with new knowledge and took away a sense of 
empowerment in my faith and beliefs.”
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1960s
Classmates from 1968 and 1969 gathered for a mini reunion in October 2021 including (front 
row, from left) Mary (Zeddies) Widenhofer-Heyse BA ’68 and Al Polich BA ’69, (second row, 
from left) Beth (Sommermeyer) BA ’68 and Bill Benson BA ’68, Kathy (Kohn) Landry BA 
’68, Lorene (Moeckel) Mazdra BA ’68, Karen (Dautenhahn) BA ’68 and Robert Grefe BA ’69.

Class 
Notes

Spring 2022

Congratulations to the Lutheran Education Association’s 2022 Distinguished Award 
Winners including Mark Bahr BA ’82, MA ’88 (Christus Magister); Richard Cohrs BA ’71 
(Retired Lutheran Educator EncourAGING Award); Daniel Sterling BA ’86 (Middle School 
Teacher) and Julie (Luber) Weil BA ’11 (Elementary Teacher). Read more  
at bit.ly/LEA22Awards.

1950s
Sharon (Brandt) BS ‘59 and her husband, 
Pastor Lloyd Willweber, live near their 
middle son’s family in Kailua, Oahu, HI and 
help get an adopted granddaughter who 
has Williams syndrome on and off the 
school bus each day. The couple has three 
sons and seven additional grandchildren. 
They share love and God’s blessings to you 
and yours.
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1970s
Classmates from Kohn III gathered in Gulf 
Shores, AL in September 2021 to celebrate 
50 years since first meeting as freshmen, 
including (front row, from left) Jan Fisher 
BA ’76, T75 ’06, Naomi (Buss) Seaver, 
Nancy (Zelent) Gullberg BA ’75, (back 
row, from left) Cindy (Seckel) Recksiedler 
BA ’75, Barb DeMilio BA ’75, Karen 
(Kvorka) Priehs BA ’75, Betty (Hamilton) 
Auernhamer BA ’75.

Mark Glaess BA ’75 
has released Aspire 
to Be Better: The 
21st Century Electric 
Cooperative. The 
book stems from 
Mark’s 32 years 
representing electric 
cooperatives in 

Minnesota, Oregon and Nebraska and 
provides recommendations for co-ops to 
become more customer centric. Mark’s 
contact info and book are available  
at aspirebetterbook21.com.

Kay Howard BA ’79 
retired on March 31, 
2021 after 42 years of 
ministry. She served 
as Lutheran school 
teacher, an assistant 
autism programmer 
in the public schools 
and retired as the 

Parish Assistant at Suburban Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne, IN.

Richard Cohrs BA 
‘71 is celebrating 
the publication of 
his latest book The 
Stones Shout His 
Praise: Devotions 
from a Pilgrim to 
the Holy Land. He 
currently serves as a 

manager at Lutheran Hour Ministries.

Hollis Thoms BA ’71 had two requiems 
performed in 2021. In September, 
“Requiem for 9/11 (2003)” received its 
eighth performance to commemorate 
the 20th anniversary of 9/11. In November 
2021, his “Requiem in the Time of the 
Coronavirus (2020)” was premiered in 
Baltimore. Thoms’ compositions are part 
of the special collection in the Center for 
Church Music at Concordia-Chicago. Visit 
his website at hollisthoms.com.

Paul Trettin BA ’73, MA ’80, CAS ’88 
married Carol Pal in August 2021. The 
couple resides in Lake Geneva, WI.

1980s
Greg Arnett BA ’87 earned a Master of Arts 
in counseling from Concordia University 
Irvine. In addition to leading as Director of 
Christian Education at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Caro, MI, Greg will serve as a 
counselor at CrossRoads Counseling 
Ministries in Frankenmuth, MI.

Ann-Marie Hilchen 
BA ’87 graduated in 
December 2021 with 
a Master of Science 
in clinical nutrition 
with honors from 
Southwest College 
of Naturopathic 
Medicine. In 

addition, Ann-Marie was awarded Impact, 
Excellence and Leadership achievement 
awards from her cohort, instructors and 
school leadership, respectively.
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Kathy (Moerhke) BA ’82 and William 
Ickstadt BA ’81, MCM ’87 are retiring from 
40 years of service in Lutheran education. 
Bill retired in August 2021 after leading 
34 years as music director of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Valparaiso, IN. Kathy 
ends her service as a teacher at Immanuel 
in July 2022. They credit their service to 
their professors at Concordia—especially 
the Music Department—and give glory  
to God!

2000s
Mary (Stechholz) Bliss BA ’03 visited 
campus recently with her Lil’ Cougars 
Mia (12), Logan (8), Kara (4) and Josie (2). 
Mary has been a teacher for 19 years now 
serving at Trinity Lutheran School in Tinley 
Park, IL.

Jayme (Hardy) BA ’05 and Tim Wier BA 
’05 welcomed daughter Rachel Grace in 
February 2022. She joins siblings Kari, 
Anna, Brandon and Kelsey at the family’s 
home in Bensenville, IL. Tim continues to 
keep things running at their alma mater, 
serving as Assistant Vice President for 
Information Technology.

Lisa (Piel) BA ’08 and David Hasseldahl welcomed their son Evan Charles in November 2021. 
He joins big sisters Catherine and Hannah. Proud grandparents are Paul BS ’77, MA ’83 and 
Pam (Daniel) Piel BS ’76.

Rasa S. Miliauskas 
MA ’09 recently 
published Rytmečio 
Rasa / Morning Dew, 
a multi art poetry/
photography book. 
Written in Lithuanian 
and English, the 

release features paintings and illustrations 
by her sister. The book can be purchased 
at several locations including Etsy. 

2010s
Katie (Mueller) BA ’11 and Paul Brooner BA 
’11 celebrated the first birthday of their Lil’ 
Cougar Lillian in February 2022 followed by 
her first campus tour in March. The family 
lives in Arnold, MO where Katie is an early 
childhood teacher at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church and School in Fenton, MO and Paul 
remotely serves as CougarNet’s academic 
technologies specialist assisting students, 
staff and faculty around the world.

Ashley (Jensema) BA ’11 and Joshua 
Brandmahl welcomed their second child, 
Violet Anne, in December 2021. Josh is 
in his last year of studies at Concordia 
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN 
and will receive his first call in April. 
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Submit a Class Note! The University welcomes news in the lives of our alumni.  
For submission consideration, please send information and optional photo  
to Alumni@CUChicago.edu.

Yana Serdyuk MBA ’11 is the new director 
at the Seneca Public Library in Seneca, IL. 
She previously served as library director 
at Concordia University Chicago as well as 
at the JKM Library and public libraries in 
Lisle and Glendale Heights, IL.

Brooke (Zeddies) BA ’12 and Rob Lunak 
BA ’12 welcomed their second son, Caius 
Edgar Eugene, in January 2022. He 
joins big brother, Cato, with the family in 
Milwaukee, WI where Rob now serves as 
principal at Mount Calvary  
Lutheran School.

Allison (Spiaser) BA ‘14 and husband 
Rolando Pineda eloped at Acadia National 
Park in Maine in September 2021. The 
couple resides in Elmwood Park, IL, and 
Allison serves as a Practice Operations 
Manager at a financial advising firm.  
Photo credit: Flax Studios. 

Brooke (Zauner) BA ’16 married Justin 
Felder on July 24, 2021. The celebration 
was postponed so out-of-town guests 
could safely travel to Georgia including 
maid of honor Sarah (Periaswamy) Hayes 
BA ’16. Brooke has served as multimedia 
journalist for Fox 5 Atlanta since June 
2020 where Justin reports as  
sports anchor.

Alexandra Oreluk MA ’17 has been hired 
as principal of Willow Springs School in 
Willow Springs, IL. She previously served 
as assistant principal at John Mills School 
in Elmwood Park, IL.

Rachael Mack MS 
’19 supported four 
teams at the 2021 
Summer Olympics 
in Tokyo including 
men’s and women’s 
water polo and 
volleyball as a sport 
dietitian for the U.S. 

Olympic Committee. She currently works 
with all stages of athletes from youth to 
the Olympic level.

Jazmin Lopez MA ’19 collaborated with 
OpenLands and organized planting of 
over 40 trees in residential areas and 
Commissioners Park in Bridgeview, IL 
between fall 2020 and fall 2021. She also 
founded Moms of Bridgeview, a Facebook 
group where local moms can get to know 
one another, creating a safe community 
for themselves and their families.

Naomi Irizarry MA ’13 is assistant principal 
of Hall Elementary School in Aurora, IL. 
She previously served four years as a 
second language instructional coach in 
West Chicago School District 33. 

2020s
Abby (Schaffer) BA ’20 and David Bamsch 
BA ’20 were married in July 2021. The 
couple now resides in Dallas, TX where 
Abby teaches at Dallas Lutheran and David 
serves as staff accountant at Reliant 
Rehabilitation.

About Class Notes 
Information listed reflects details received as of March 7, 2022. The University welcomes 
news in the lives of our alumni. To ensure accuracy, information should be provided by 
the featured individual, rather than another party. Photos are welcome, whether prints or 
electronic files, however we do not return prints. Submission of a Class Note or image does 
not guarantee publication. The University reserves the right to edit submissions for style, 
length and content.
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FA C U L T Y  &  S TA F F

Dr. Edna Bazik – November 28, 2021 Assistant Professor of Mathematics (1976 - 1979)

Pete Becker BA ’91 – December 14, 2021 Director of Auxiliary Services & Contract Management (1995 - 2021)

Howard Carley III – September 14, 2021 Head Tennis Coach (2016 - 2020)

Patricia Folena – September 11, 2008 Housekeeping (1973 - 1974), Bookstore (1974 - 1995)

Dr. Staci Garvin – March 1, 2022 Visiting Assistant Professor of Curriculum and Instruction (2020 - 2022)

Dr. Charles Laabs BS ’51, MA ’60 – May 2, 2022 Professor Emeritus of Education (1968 – 1994)

Milton Owen – July 31, 2003 Physical Plant - Carpentry (1980 - 1992)

Dr. Ingeborg Teske MA ’81 – September 14, 2021 Director of Early Childhood Center (1981 - 1998), Adjunct Faculty (2000 - 2004) 

A L U M N I

Anna Allison MA ’65 – April 15, 2016

Arlene (Lentner) Avischious HS, BS ’53 – November 19, 2021

Brian W. Becker BA ’85 – September 23, 2021

Pete Becker BA ’91 – December 14, 2021

Philip Bisch BS ’57 – December 4, 2021

Dorothy (Hardt) Blanchard BS ’52 – December 26, 2019

Richard Block BA ’68, MA ‘69 – November 6, 2021

Martin Boettner BA ’74 – January 1, 2022

Arnold Brillinger BA ’71 – May 19, 2021

Norman Brinkman BS ’38 – December 31, 1996

Ruth (Golisch) Bugge BS ’60 – September 5, 2021

Carol (Spitzer) Burtner BS ’58 – July 23, 2021

Barbara (Garice) Carlson BA ’02 – October 3, 2021

Irving Carlson BAE ’81 – August 31, 2019

Kristin (Burkhart) Catapano BA ’77, MA ’82 – September 3, 2021

Daniel Cluver MA ’92 – November 20, 2021

Lawrence Crook BS ’64, MA ‘69 – January 26, 2022

Shirley (Walenter) Danz BA ’63 – November 30, 2021

Phyllis (Buchhorn) Dardeen BA ’62 – January 25, 2020

Jeannine (Alwin) Davis BS ’57 – August 8, 2021

Mary K. DiSantis BA ’89 – August 22, 2021

Daniel Dockery BA ’71 – February 19, 2022

Vernon Doehrman BS ’51 – November 10, 2021

Martin Doepel BS ’55 – February 13, 2022

Debbie (Haynes) Doscher BA ’83 – July 4, 2021

Roland Dunham EdD ’20 – November 5, 2020

Donald Eicholtz BS ’55 - February 26, 2022 

Barbara Ann (Koehneke) Ellwanger BA ’63 – December 14, 2021

Constance (Nordskog) Etscheid BS ’46 – July 31, 2021

Lois (Freiburger) Fergin BS ’53 – October 21, 2021

Bernard Geyer HS, BS ’50 – December 3, 2021

Pauline (Schoenfeld) Grigg BS ’58 – April 22, 2021

William Heffel BA ’78 – April 2, 2021

Paul Heidorn BS ’54 – November 3, 2021

Marolyn Henry BA ’69 – September 23, 2021

Robert Hermani BS ’60 – January 31, 2022

Jill Hickman BA ’92 – February 5, 2022

Ronald Irsch BS ’58 – February 22, 2021

Judith Karr BA ’94 – May 19, 2013

Gerald Koenig BA ’60, MA ’60 – December 23, 2021

Kazimierz Kowalski BA ’74 – October 4, 2021

Alberta (Koss) Krafft BS ’47 – October 22, 2021

James Kremer BA ’64 – June 12, 2021

Craig Kueker BA ’75 – August 24, 2021

David Kuhlman BS ’63 – January 2, 2022

Dolores (Bechen) Kuhn MA ’84 – May 1, 2020

Casey Kuman BA ’19 – December 23, 2020

Reynold Kunz BS ’56 – June 19, 2021

Charles Laabs BS ’51, MA ’60 – May 2, 2022

Henry Lai BA ’64 – July 16, 2021

James Lange BS ’55 – June 30, 2021

Kermit Lauterbach BS ’57 – December 26, 2020

Lloyd Liese BS ’55, MA ’59 – February 19, 2022

Alvin Loesel HS ’48, BS ’52, MA ‘69 – November 30, 2021

Lowell Loomans BS ’58 – December 12, 2021

Dorothy (Haerther) Ludwig BS ’60 – December 15, 2017

Frederick Luebke HS, BS ’50 – November 27, 2021

Dorothy (Stuenkel) Marschke BA ’62 – March 10, 2021

Dorcas (Knoblauch) Meissner BA ’60 – January 31, 2021

Eleanor (Wahlers) Messner BA ’66 – September 30, 2021

Condolences 
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Carolyn (Spurgat) Meyer BA ’62 – January 14, 2022

Marlyn Miller BS ’53 – October 24, 2021

Peggy Minnick MA ’90 – November 22, 2021

Walter Nagel HS – January 23, 2022

Ingrid (Prahlow) Nebel BA ’77 – August 26, 2021

Donald Offermann BS ’58 – December 26, 2021

Kathryn (Schefft) Petke BA ’64 – December 17, 2021

Robert Rickels BS ‘51 – January 23, 2022

Elda (Elbert) Rolf BA ’68 – March 1, 2022  

John Rolf BA ’75 – October 25, 2021

Norman Rose BS ’55 – November 1, 2021

Carl Rosenow BS ’47 – April 5, 1998

Kathleen Ann (Scully) Ruopp BA ’72 – November 28, 2019

Richard Sandler BS ’58 – October 22, 2019

Arnold Scholz BS ’53 – November 21, 2021

Dorothy (Lemke) Siefker BA ’66 – January 23, 2022

Carolyn (Stroebel) Sims EdD ’04 – October 7, 2019

Brenda (Sanders) Slonek BA ’72 – January 6, 2022

Ingeborg Teske MA ’81 – September 14, 2021 

Judith Thomason BS ’93 – October 31, 2021

Jeffrey Thorsen BA ’71 – December 8, 2015

Evelyn (Fettes) Tiemann BA ’64, MA ’98 – January 12, 2022

Richard Ulmer BS ’53 – January 27, 2022

Aileen (Windhorst) Wallis BS ’54 – February 16, 2019

Fatima Ward-Johnson BA ’13 – April 6, 2021

Kari (Clarke) Weber BA ’95 – December 7, 2021

Donald Weidner BA ’70, MA ‘76 – August 10, 2021

Kathleen Williams MA ’11 – March 25, 2021

Charles Winterstein BA ’71, MA ’88 – December 31, 2021

Delores (Scherer) Zahrte BS ’53 – October 10, 2021

35

B U T  T H A N K S  B E  T O  G O D ,   W H O  G I V E S 

U S  T H E  V I C T O R Y  T H R O U G H  O U R 

L O R D  J E S U S  C H R I S T ” 

—1 Corinthians 15:57
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Do you know a student planning to enter college in 
Fall 2023 or later? CUC Summer Preview attendees 

will spend a day seeing firsthand the friendly 
atmosphere, personalized attention, faith-based 

opportunities and academic offerings at 
Concordia University Chicago.
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Register a future Cougar today at: 
CUChicago.edu/visit
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