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The caps, gowns and hoods worn represent the indiviudal’s schools, degrees and disciplines. The colors associated with the 
different disciplines are as follows:

Together, a New Creation
2 Cor. 5:17-18

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come! Everything is 
from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation. (CSB)

Relentless forces at work in our world seek to divide us. A worldwide pandemic has caused physical separation 
as well as economic instability, not to mention the deaths of hundreds of thousands. Deep-seated and long-
standing racial inequities in our nation remain unaddressed and unresolved. Civil unrest erupted in dozens 
of urban centers this past summer. Strife, bitterness, envy and malice abound on all sides. And yet, Concordia 

University Chicago gathers for its 157th academic year with the conviction that our educational imperatives—truth, 
freedom, vocation—are extensions of God’s activity for good in a divided and divisive world.

Even more than this, as a Christian university, we proclaim a greater unity and greater reconciliation than the 
world offers. This year’s theme, “Together, a New Creation,” places Christ at the center. We are together, equally broken 
and fallen creatures, marred by our own sin and the effects of sin around us. Not one of us is righteous in ourselves nor 
blameless in our attitudes and actions toward each other. And yet, because of the blood of Christ and in the power of 
His resurrection, each of us has been reconciled to the Father and made into new creatures through the Spirit. The gift 
of full reconciliation with God necessarily overflows into the work of reconciliation toward one another. The two  
are inseparable.

This year’s hymn of the year sings of the unity we have in Jesus. Written for an English missionary exhibition, the 
text celebrates the expanse of the whole earth brought together in the brotherhood of the faith. In Him, nothing that 
seeks to divide us can overcome the One who holds us together. Henry T. Burleigh (1866-1949) adapted a tune from 
the African-American spiritual tradition for use with the hymn text. Himself a descendent of slaves, Burleigh collected, 
edited and arranged hundreds of tunes then known as “plantation songs.” No other musician did more to both 
popularize and legitimize the spiritual as a compelling and distinctively American musical art form. An accomplished 
singer and composer in his own right, Burleigh’s personal perseverance through the endemic prejudice within the classic 
music circles of his day makes his contributions all the more remarkable.

Concordia-Chicago is honored that Stacey V. Gibbs, a prolific and highly accomplished Black composer, 
has arranged “In Christ There Is No East or West” for the enrichment of our worship this academic year. Gibbs’ 
composition follows Burleigh’s as a stirring example of a musical tradition birthed from a painful past but now liberating 
and edifying for all.

~Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Leininger

Business Drab
Communication Crimson
Education Light Blue
Fine Arts Brown
Law Purple
Letters/Humanities White
Music Pink

Philosophy/Political Science Dark Blue
Physical Education/Sports Leadership Sage Green
Psychology Gold
Science Golden Yellow
Social Work/ Sociology Citron
Theology Scarlet
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PRELUDE 
In Christ There Is No East or West  Charles Callahan

Stand and face the procession
INVOCATION
 P In the name of the Father, and of the 9 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
 C Amen.

 P We have been made new creatures through the work of Christ.
 C The old has passed away, and behold, the new has come!

 P Reconciled and renewed by His cross, let us embrace the unity given in Him.
 C We are one people, redeemed by His blood; our days and seasons rest in His hands.

 P Come, let us celebrate God’s abundant blessings upon this place and in our lives!
 C Let us join our voices with the whole Church, the angels and all creation,

 P proclaiming Christ Jesus Lord of all things,
 C and rejoicing together, a new creation!

 (2 Cor. 5:17-18)
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Stand
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
In Christ There Is No East or West Setting by Stacey V. Gibbs
(The choir sings the hymn)  Commissioned for Concordia’s 157th Academic Year

Text: John Oxenham, 1852–1941, sts. 1, 4-5, alt; Mark A. Jeske, b. 1952, st. 2; MCKEE
 Michael A. Perry, 1942–96, st. 3 C M
Music: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866–1949

Text (sts. 1, 4-5) and music: Public domain; (st. 2) © 1993 Mark A. Jeske
Text (st. 3): © 1982 Jubilate Hymns Ltd.; admin. Hope Publishing Co.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704570

2  With God there is no tribe or race; 
In Him we all are one. 
He loves us as His children through 
Our faith in His dear Son.

4  Join hands, brothers and sisters of the faith,
Whate’er your race may be; 
Who serves my Father as His child 
Is surely kin to me.
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COLLECT 
 P …through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 C Amen.

Sit 
FIRST LESSON 2 Corinthians 5:17-18
 L This is the Word of the Lord.
 C Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON John 8:31-36
 L This is the Word of the Lord.
 C Thanks be to God.

HOMILY
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Stand
UNIVERSITY HYMN
O God Our Father, Source and Destination Text: David Rogner BA ’82
(The choir sings the hymn)  Music: Carl Schalk HS ’47, BS ’52
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Sit

RITES OF INDUCTION AND INSTALLATION

RECOGNITION OF STUDENT LEADERS
Student Government Association
Tamilore Adeeyo, President

Student Athletic Advisory Council
Elizabeth Cyrwus 

Campus Activities Board
Penny Marquardt, President

Black Student Union
Ky’Mauni Walker, President

Latino Student Union
Jennifer Orozco, President

Spiritual Life 
Grace Conrad, President

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDS

Stand
PRAYERS
 P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
 C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be Thy name,
   Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
   give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
 P Let us bless the Lord.
 C Thanks be to God.

 P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 9 give you peace.
 C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 
(The choir sings the hymn)
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Sit
GREETINGS AND DECLARATION 
OF THE OPENING OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR 

POSTLUDE
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest Johann Sebastian Bach

SOLI DEO GLORIA

PREACHER Allan Buss, DD
 President, Northern Illinois District, Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

LECTORS Tamilore Adeeyo, CUC Student Body President

 Dr. Fred Boos BA ’70, Distinguished Professor Emeritus
 Golden Alumnus

OFFICIANTS Allan Buss, DD

 Jeffrey W. Leininger, PhD
 University Pastor and Director, Pre-Seminary Program

 Russell P. Dawn, DPhil
 President, Concordia University Chicago

ORGANIST Steven F. Wente BA ’75, MCM ’76, DMus  
 Organist to the Chapel of Our Lord

CHOIR Opening Service Choir
 Charles P. Brown, DMA, Conductor

MARSHALS Kevin Borchers, PhD
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DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR RECIPIENTS 

Dr. Sandra Doering
Dr. Sandra Doering has the distinction of having served as professor at three 
different Concordias: from 1985 to 1989 at Concordia, Bronxville, NY; from 1989 
to 2008 at Concordia, Austin, TX; and since 2008 at Concordia-Chicago. At 
Bronxville, she served as chair of the education department; at Austin, she served 
as director of elementary education, the director of graduate programs, as well as 
dean of the college of education. At Concordia-Chicago, she teaches graduate-level 
reading/literacy courses in the cohort program and supervises reading specialist 
candidates. Prior to her teaching in higher education, she taught in several 
Lutheran elementary and preschools. 

Dr. Doering has volunteered at her home church, St. Paul Lutheran in Melrose 
Park, serving as Deacon for the past several years. Over the course of her 40 years 

as a church worker in Lutheran schools and higher education, she has remained a dedicated and active servant and 
leader in her various church homes, serving on school boards and search committees, and volunteering for events. 
In addition, she regularly presents at conferences for Lutheran teachers.

Dr. H. Robert Hayes
Dr. H. Robert Hayes has served as professor at Concordia-Chicago since 1978. For 
four years prior to that he was a teacher and coach at Luther High School North 
in Chicago. Dr. Hayes served Concordia University Chicago as dean of students 
from 1987 to 2004, through which he distinguished himself by his tireless work to 
improve this area of student services. He helped guide Concordia-Chicago through 
the time of institutional change from a single-purpose institution to a university 
in which the student population became more diverse and required new academic 
support systems. 

For many years, Dr. Hayes was the coordinator of the teacher education program 
in secondary political science and civics. As coordinator, program leader and 

professor, he authored many of the courses in the program and mentored faculty as well as students. 

Dr. Hayes has served on numerous committees at Concordia University Chicago, most recently as chair for many 
years of Faculty Senate. He serves on the Board of Directors for the Lutheran College Washington Consortium 
and the Executive Committee of the Association of Lutheran College Faculties, and coordinates Concordia-
Chicago’s involvement with both organizations. He has also long served as the faculty liaison for the Lincoln 
Laureate award.
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARDEE

Linda Holowicki
For 40 years, Linda Holowicki has served in the Physical Plant department at 
Concordia University Chicago. Linda was a student at Concordia-Chicago in 
the late 1970s, during which time she was very involved in athletics, participating 
in basketball, softball and field hockey. She began full-time work at Concordia-
Chicago on March 3, 1980, as a member of what was then called the Buildings and 
Grounds department. She supervised the ground and the paint crews, and over the 
years participated in other aspects of the department. She became director in 1990. 

Serving as the Director of Physical Plant is one of the most demanding positions on 
the campus and Linda was routinely faced with having to manage a large staff with 
a tremendous workload. She was responsible for 1 million square feet of buildings 
and 38.5 acres of land. She always approached the work with a servant’s heart with 

a deep love for Concordia-Chicago.

Linda recently retired from Concordia University Chicago in June.

Dr. O. John Zillman
Dr. O. John Zillman has served at Concordia-Chicago as professor of psychology 
since 1989. Prior to his joining the faculty, he served at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Melrose Park as teacher, coach, and youth director for six years. He served as 
director of guidance at Walther Lutheran High School (now Walther Christian 
Academy) for seven years.

At Concordia-Chicago, Dr. Zillman has served in a number of capacities: director 
of educational/synodical placement (1992-2002); several terms as chair of the 
department of psychology; dean of graduate studies (2001-2003); assistant vice 
president for student success (2011-2013); associate vice president for academics 
(2013-2015); and since 2015, senior vice president for academics.

Dr. Zillman has participated in the Thrivent Fellows Program, a senior leadership development program for 
Lutheran Higher Education. He has also served as president of the Association of Lutheran College Faculties and 
as editor of Lutheran Education Journal for many years (2003-2017). Since 2007, he has been a major grant review 
council member for Wheat Ridge Ministries (now We Raise), and from 2003 to the present, he has served on the 
Board of Directors at St. Paul Lutheran Church and School.

Dr. Zillman will retire from Concordia University Chicago at the end of August.
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Steadfast in Jesus Christ as revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
Concordia University Chicago promotes academic rigor in its 
liberal arts and professional programs; grounds students in objective 
truth, integrity, and excellence; and practices faithfulness to the 
Confessional teachings of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, as 
it forms students for vocations in church, family, and the world.

MISSION STATEMENT

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 
VICE PRESIDENTS AND ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP 

Erik Ankerberg, PhD
Provost

Tom Hallett, MBA
Vice President for Finance and CFO

Jeff Hynes, MA
Senior Vice President for University Advancement 
and Foundation President and CEO

O. John Zillman, PhD
Senior Vice President for Academics

Evelyn P. Burdick, MA
Senior Vice Provost for Strategic Enrollment Alliances

Kristin R. Wassilak
Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Claudia Santin, EdD
Dean, College of Business

Robert Wilhite, EdD
Dean, College of Graduate Studies 
and Interim Dean, College of Education
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is  
a new creation. The old has passed  
away; behold, the new has come. 

All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave  

us the ministry of reconciliation.” 
2 Corinthians 5:17-18



Truth. Freedom. Vocation.
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

– John 8:31-32




