
Welcome Dr. Lynn Hunnicutt
Dr. Lynn Hunnicutt joined CUC as dean of 
the College of Business this summer. She 
comes to CUC after nearly 20 years at Pacific 
Lutheran University (PLU) where she was 
professor of economics and department 
chair, faculty affairs committee chair and the 
inaugural director of PLU’s Wild Hope Center 
for Vocation. “I am excited to join Concordia-
Chicago and look forward to contributing 
to the University’s focus on vocation as an 
integral part of its mission,” says Hunnicutt. 
“I am eager to engage my business colleagues 
in discussions about how we can incorporate 
questions of meaning and purpose into our 
curriculum. The opportunity to join in work 
around the common themes of truth, freedom 
and vocation should lead to some innovative 
collaborative opportunities across the 
University that I can’t wait to start exploring.”

As dean, Hunnicutt will be responsible for 
strategic leadership of the College. “My vision 
for the College of Business is that we will have 
a distinctive curriculum which, in addition to 
providing a first-rate business education, also 
offers students at every level the chance to 
reflect on questions of meaning that will help 

them discover who they are and how they plan 
to influence the world,” she says.

Hunnicutt has two sons (22 and 17) with her 
husband Jason Ramay. Their older son is a 
2022 graduate of Wagner College, and their 
younger son is about to be a senior at the 
Tacoma (WA) School of the Arts. They also 
have two dogs, Burt (a 13-year-old black lab), 
and Ernie (a 7-year-old Australian shepherd). 
She is mostly a dog person, although she 
dedicated her PhD dissertation to her cat 
Grace, “who lived through it all.”

A world traveler, Hunnicutt identified Brussels, 
Belgium as her favorite place to vacation. She 
says "it’s close to a number of other interesting 

cities (Paris, Amsterdam) and historical sites, 
and small enough that one can see it in a few 
short days." Her favorite museum in Belgium 
is the Musical Instrument Museum, where one 
walks around with headphones on and hears 
each instrument being played while standing 
in front of the display case. "It’s a great first-
day-in-town museum, because the language 
of music is universal, the jet-lagged traveler 
doesn’t have to think too much and the 
displays are entertaining for all ages." Brussels 
is also home to her favorite chocolate in the 
world, Neuhaus Chocolates. "Their flagship 
store in the city center is a MUST STOP 
whenever I visit," she says.

When she isn't working or traveling abroad 
she is a cycling enthusiast. "In summer 2016, 
I rode my bike from Astoria, OR to Yorktown, 
VA - 3,993 miles in all. Someday, I hope to  
ride across the United States again, but this 
time from Anacortes, WA to Bar Harbor, ME" 
she shares.

Please join the COB in welcoming Dr. 
Hunnicutt to our College and the University. 

Dean's Message
I’m writing this note on a sunny Friday 
afternoon nearing the end of my first month 
on campus. July is perhaps the slowest 
month of the academic year, which has been 
a blessing as I settle into a new home in 
Oak Park and a new role here at Concordia-
Chicago. Some traditions call this liturgical 
season ordinary time, although I must say 
that this July has felt anything but ordinary 
to me! Coming from the Pacific Northwest, it 
has taken some doing to adjust to the heat, 
humidity and rain of a Midwest summer. 

Yet the friendly welcome from my colleagues at CUC, both within and 
outside of the College of Business, has done much to ease the transition. 

The demolition of Gross Hall is nearing completion. Some walls were 
standing when I arrived on July 1, but as I look out of my office window 
today, I can see what appears to be the final stages of demolition, and 
the foundations for the green space set to occupy the site. Not unlike my 
own settling in at the College of Business, much has been accomplished 
on the project during this past month.

We are looking forward to welcoming students back to campus soon, 
and have begun planning a number of activities for students, faculty 
members, alumni and friends. Many of these activities are set to take 
place in the spring, but one notable exception is the visit by Clifton 
Taulbert, who will be with us for two events later this fall. He will be on 
the CUC campus on Thursday, Oct. 20, for an evening presentation, 
and a breakfast for business leaders the next morning. These events are 

being coordinated by Assistant Dean Rachel Ferguson, and additional 
details about Taulbert and about these events can be found elsewhere in 
this newsletter.

Plans are also afoot to restart CougarTank – CUC’s business idea 
competition. This event will take place in early spring, and you can 
expect to hear more about it in upcoming newsletters. As pandemic 
conditions ease, we look forward to relaunching this event in a face-to-
face format, and to seeing the creative and innovative ideas our  
students will bring. 

Extending beyond the College of Business, Concordia-Chicago 
has received a $10,000 grant from the Network for Vocation in 
Undergraduate Education (NetVUE) to support professional 
development among faculty members. A team of campus leaders, 
including myself and Dr. Ferguson, will be working with 25 faculty 
members from across the campus to think together about our calling 
as professors, and how we live out our vocation in service to God, to the 
students we teach, the colleges where we work, and the communities we 
serve. The grant project will get underway this fall and run throughout 
the upcoming academic year. The objective is to develop a clear 
understanding of how God is calling us to use the many gifts we have 
received in service to the neighbor. 

I’ll close this first message with an open invitation to connect. As I 
settle in here at CUC, I am eager to get to know colleagues and friends 
of the College of Business. Please feel free to reach out via email (Lynn.
Hunnicutt@cuchicago.edu ) or phone 708-209-3284—my door is always 
open, and I look forward to working with all of our constituents to 
advance the University’s mission of truth, freedom and vocation.
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Welcome Dr. Laura Pollom
The Communication and Journalism programs have 
moved over to the College of Business from the College 
of Theology, Arts & Humanities," We are looking 
forward to a fruitful collaboration with our colleagues in 
Communication," said Dr. Hunnicutt. Communication 
professor Dr. Laura Hudson Pollom is taking on the role of 
Assistant Dean for the College of  
Business. A member 
of Concordia-
Chicago’s faculty 
since 2005, she has 
previously served 
the University as 
Associate Dean of 
the College of Arts 
and Sciences and 
also as Chair of the 
communication 
department. She 
was awarded Faculty of the 
Year in 2008. Dr. Pollom 
teaches organizational, 
team, interpersonal, family, 
intercultural and business 
communication courses. Her 
research interests include 
interpersonal and organizational 
communication. The College of 
Business welcomes Dr. Pollom 
to our leadership team.

Assistant Dean's Message
From the Assistant Dean & Director of 
the Free Enterprise Center

As we develop the 
Free Enterprise 
Center, one of my 
goals is to connect 
with organizations 
that can offer our 
students amazing 
learning experiences. 
I’ve had a unique 
opportunity to build 
relationships through 
presentations on 
my book, Black 

Liberation Through the Marketplace: Hope, 
Heartbreak, and the Promise of America. 
Besides various campus talks and podcasts, 
I’ve presented at the Ciceronian Society; the 
Center for Religion, Culture, and Democracy; 
the Institute for Religion and Democracy; 
the Acton Institute; and at the Cato Institute, 
where my co-author Marcus Witcher and I 
were interviewed by Sirius XM’s Ameshia 
Cross. The Cato Institute interview is available 
on C-SPAN’s Book TV. The book offers an 
alternative to our polarized discussions 
around racial justice by taking up a classical 
liberal lens to think through Black American 
history. By focusing on the legal institutions 
that undergird economic flourishing--such as 
private property rights, freedom of contract, 
and the equal protection of just laws—we 
can condemn America’s history of excluding 
Black Americans while maintaining hope and 
enthusiasm about the American project of 

freedom and prosperity. I was also interviewed 
on CUC’s campus for a live recording of Issues, 
Etc., a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
syndicated radio talk show and podcast.

We’ve already started taking advantage of 
these burgeoning relationships to benefit our 
Concordia University Chicago community. 
Five of our students were accepted for very 
competitive slots at the Center for Religion, 
Culture, and Democracy’s student conferences, 
including a fall conference in Washington, D.C. 
that focused on policy, and a spring conference 
in Savannah, GA on faith, politics and culture. 
One student praised the experience as 
providing her “with the knowledge and tools 
to approach our future careers, conversations 
and connections with logic, winsomeness and 
commitment to faith.” We are hoping to send 
more students to experience these amazing 
opportunities this year! I took two students 
to the Vermont home of Nobel-prize winning 
economist, Milton Friedman, for several days 
of discussion on his economics with other 
students from around the country. I was also 
able to bring several colleagues and members 
of our Foundation Board to Acton University, 
a week-long dive into the study of religion and 
liberty. We came back with excellent resources 
to integrate into the classroom and campus 
events, including our upcoming Hong Konger 
film screening (below). This is the same 
organization that created the award-winning 
documentary Poverty, Inc. We screened it last 
spring with the director, Michael Matheson 
Miller, and had an excellent discussion on 

empowering the entrepreneurial spirit in 
developing economies.

I was asked to join the Acton Institute as an 
affiliate scholar this spring, so I now publish 
regularly at the Acton PowerBlog and for 
their print magazine, Religion & Liberty. In 
my most recent piece, I celebrated John 
Wesley’s birthday by discussing his views on 
money. Since Wesley was extremely financially 
successful, he had to think through carefully 
how Christians ought to conduct themselves 
with regard to money and worldly success. 
Famously, he concluded, “Gain all you can, save 
all you can, and give all you can,” a dictum that 
I unpack in “John Wesley teaches us the true 
value of money.” 

For Booker T. Washington’s birthday, I 
discussed “The Activism of Booker T. 
Washington” for Discourse Magazine, which 
argued that Washington saw economic uplift  
as central to the project of gaining political 
rights as well. For Women’s History Month  
last March, I wrote “Iconic Women of History 
Defy our Political Categories,” also in  
Discourse Magazine. 

I will be speaking this fall at one of Acton’s 
Freedom and Virtue Seminars, at the Front 
Porch Republic Conference, at the State Policy 
Network Annual Meeting, and at several 
more campuses. As Concordia University 
Chicago moves forward under its banner of 
Truth~Freedom~Vocation, I hope that these 
discussions will be a source of encouragement 
and attract more great students, faculty and 
staff to our campus.

Free Enterprise Center Fall Events
We are incredibly excited about the Free Enterprise Center’s fall line-up of events, 
dates and locations to be released at a later date.

Constitutional Convention  
Reacting to the Past Role-Playing Game
The Free Enterprise Center is celebrating Constitution Day by bringing honors, 
history, political science and social studies education students together to 
role-play the Constitutional Convention on Sept. 16 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. (lunch 
included). This event is co-hosted by the Free Enterprise Center and the honors 
program. It’s so important that Concordia-Chicago students understand how a 
free society undergirds our ability to be innovative and prosperous in business. 
The faculty lead for this event is Professor David Bates.

Hong Konger Documentary Showing
Next, we’ll be screening the amazing new documentary, 
The Hong Konger, which tells the story of billionaire 
businessman Jimmy Lai, who gave it all up to fight for 
democracy in Hong Kong. We are especially honored 
that Fengsuo Zhou, who was arrested and imprisoned for 
his participation the 1989 Tiananmen Square protests, 
will be joining us for the screening in late September.

Guest Speaker Clifton Taulbert
Finally, writer and entrepreneur extraordinaire, Clifton Taulbert, will be speaking 
on campus Oct. 20, as well as for our fall Business Leaders Breakfast on Oct. 
21. Taulbert will draw on his journey from the cotton fields of Mississippi, to 
breaking the color line in banking in St. Louis, to helping launch StairMaster, in 
several campus talks. Taulbert shot to literary fame with his Pulitzer-nominated 
memoir, Once Upon a Time When We Were Colored, which was made into a 
feature film. He then teamed up with the Entrepreneurial Learning Initiative to 
write Who Owns the Icehouse? Eight Lessons from an Unlikely Entrepreneur. He’ll 
be speaking to our campus and community on how the entrepreneurial mindset 
finds ways to provide value for our neighbors.

Dr. Rachel Ferguson

We are looking 
forward to a fruitful 
collaboration with 
our colleagues in 
Communication." 
-Dr. Lynn Hunnicutt

“

Dr. Laura Pollom



Community Spirit – Popping Up
By Elisabeth Dellegrazie, MBA, PhD

Double Good, a Chicago-
based virtual fundraising firm 
founded by Tim Heitmann, 
creates and shares the joy of 
ultra-premium popcorn with 
virtual fundraising. Donna 
Biernadski, VP of brand, and 
Megan Durst, director of 
marketing operations, sent 

Concordia University Chicago 550 bags of 
premium popcorn as recognition to essential 
workers and students. The popcorn was 

distributed to excited 
incoming students and 
happy employees during 
the Jump Start program. 
Many thanks to Double 
Good and all the work 
they do to create joy in our 
community.

Double Good is located in 
Chicago, popping 15,000 
pounds of handmade, ultra-premium popcorn 
daily, committed to helping communities 
achieve their goals through virtual fundraising.

NAFSA 2022 Conference Presentation

Virtual International Hackathon: 
Blending Technology, Innovation  
and Partnerships
Dr. Elisabeth Dellegrazie presented at 
the NAFSA 2022 Annual Conference and 
Expo in Denver, CO. The Conference is the 
world’s largest gathering of professionals in 
international education, and the first gathering 

of this scale since the pandemic began in 2020. 
The week-long event included 150 sessions, 150 
posters and 17 workshops focusing on crucial 
topics in international education, exchange and 
global learning.

Dr. Dellegrazie presented with Dr. Maria Luisa 
Gutierrez Peart from Universidad Católica de 
Santa Fe, Argentina on the virtual educational 
model they developed with ESPAS-ESTICE 
in Lille, France. The Virtual International 
Hackathon (VIH) is the next generation of 
international education. It utilizes the positive 
elements of Collaborative Online International 
Learning and enhances it by integrating 
the local community into the educational 
model. This virtual, global, community-based 
learning project is integrated into the course 
curriculum, and the learning outcomes support 
the development of international soft and hard 
skills in preparing ALL students for the global 
workforce through the development of  
business challenges.

Dr. Dellegrazie and Dr. Gutierrez Peart 
provided participants in the NAFSA teaching, 
learning and scholarship knowledge 
community with an opportunity to participate 
in an accelerated international hackathon 
experience. They introduced them to the VIH 
model and challenged them to start developing 
solutions to rebuilding a sustainable and 
inclusive international education program that 
included local businesses and communities.

The VIH model is the evolutionary result of 
overcoming the global pandemic barriers 
in implementing international education 
programs. It is a global community-based 
learning project that brings together 
universities from different countries, 
international administrators, faculty, students, 
alumni, researchers and businesses to solve 
global business problems. Moving forward 
the VIH will be integrated into the College of 
Business capstone course as an international 
experiential project that prepares students for  
a global workplace.

Farewell, Dr. Sendziol
This summer the College of Business bid farewell to Dr. Dana Sendziol 
as she let us know that she would be leaving the University. She has 
accepted a position at the Batterman School of Business at Concordia 
University Wisconsin as an associate professor and director of their 
DBA. Sendziol came to Concordia-Chicago from Concordia University 
Portland. She joined CUC’s business faculty in 2018 and served as 
an associate professor, undergraduate programs chair and later the 
graduate programs division chair. As undergraduate programs chair 
Dr. Sendziol worked with the core team to completely refresh the 
College’s undergraduate core that launched in the fall of 2019. “It has 
been my great privilege to work with you, I cannot tell you enough how 
much I appreciate and am grateful to all of you and my prayers are with 
everyone at CUC,” she said. We thank Dr. Sendziol for her service and 
wish her all the best in her future endeavors. 

Farewell, Mallory Marach
Please join the 
College in wishing 
Mallory Marach, 
director of academic 
operations, farewell. 
Mallory joined the 
College in 2018 as 
the international 
programs operation 
manager. Mallory has 
been instrumental 
in building our 
international 

partnerships and managing all of the  
behind-the-scenes operations for the College  
of Business.

Marach's last day at CUC is Sept. 2. She has 
accepted a position as the associate director 
of global engagement at Elmhurst University. 
"While I am looking forward to this new 
opportunity, I will miss working with all of  
you and the connections I have made at  
CUC," she said.

We thank Mallory for her four years of 
dedicated service and we know she will go on 
to do great things. 

Dr. Elisabeth Dellegrazie and Dr. Maria Luisa Gutierrez 
Peart (Universidad Católica de Santa Fe, Argentina)

Dr. Dana Sendziol in the classroom at CUC February 2020

Mallory Marach



Find us online:  CUChicago.edu/Business Facebook.com/COBatCUC LinkedIn.com/school/COBatCUC Instagram.com/COBatCUC

Internships for Credit 
Application Deadlines
Fall: July 15 
Spring: November 15
Summer: April 15

For more information about 
the College of Business 
internship for credit 
process, visit the College of 
Business portlet  
on CUConnect.
For assistance with internship opportunities contact  
Career.Services@CUChicago.edu.

COB Congratulates Recent 
Doctoral Dissertation Defenders
Daniel Gutierrez • 5/17/22 • PhD 
Organizational Leadership • The 
Impact of Impostor Phenomenon 
in the Workplace: A Multi-
Generational Perspective
Gerome Banks • 6/7/22 • EdD 
Organizational Leadership 
Strategic Talent Management 
in the US Federal Government: 
US Army Material Command 
Job Satisfaction Explained by 
Variance in Employee Perceptions 
of Talent Management Strategy
Allyson Simmonds • 6/13/22  
EdD • Organizational Leadership 
Teachers in the Sea of Diversity
Dandan Ji • 7/8/22 • DBA 
Innovations in Human Resources 
A Chinese University Assessment 
of Teaching Motivational 
Determinants through Expectancy 
Theory-Based Performance 
Management: A Case Study
Kendra Greene • 7/8/22  
PhD • Sports Leadership • Is  
the SWA role the true pipeline  
to the AD Chair?

Wonddwesen Tefera • 7/13/22 
PhD • Organizational Leadership 
Cultural Intelligence in the 
United States Banking Industry: 
Perceptions of Leaders
Clifton Ellis • 7/14/22 • PhD 
Sports Leadership • Small College 
Leadership Perceptions of 
Declining Male Enrollment
Ala Abutabanjeh • 7/22/22 
DBA • Strategic Leadership 
and Innovation • Unified 
Theory of Acceptance and Use 
of Technology to Investigate 
Smartwatch Adoption
Jamie Mahlandt • 7/26/22 • DBA 
Human Resources Management 
Employee Well-Being, Perceived 
Stress, and Hours Worked in a 
Virtual Environment
Zhiying Wen • 8/18/22 • DBA 
Marketing Innovation • Purchase 
Intention of Green Food by 
Chinese University Students

Do you have updates you would like to share with the College of Business faculty, staff and students?  
Please send them to Catherine.Schlie@CUChicago.edu for inclusion in a future newsletter.

Faculty Updates
Dr. Claudia Santin attended and presented eMentoring for Doctoral 
Student Success: Framework and Strategies at the 29th International 
Conference on Learning held on July 13-15, at the University of 
Valencia and the Polytechnic University of Valencia (UPV) in 
Valencia, Spain.  The focus of the conference was Cultural Learning 
in Plurilingual Contexts. Her paper, “Technology Application to 
eMentoring to Assist Diverse Doctoral Student Populations in 
Completing the Dissertation," was published in the proceedings 
under the special theme of Technologies in Learning.  

Synopsis: Online doctoral programs attract students from a global 
audience. Expectations for the faculty-student interface and the 
perceived roles and responsibilities of the student and faculty may 
vary among cultures and past educational experiences. In addition, 
most doctoral students have other responsibilities unrelated to their 
education. These variations can cause poor student performance 
and increase the potential for attrition and lack of dissertation 
completion. eMentoring, when implemented strategically and 
through a systems thinking perspective, can be a tool to support 
student retention, increase graduation rates, and help students 
become scholarly researchers in their field of study. Trained and 
dedicated mentors focus on assisting students returning to pursue 
their doctorate education and transitioning into the scholarly 
academic community. 

Dr. Karolyn Ilene Rubin earned her 
Doctor of Education in organizational 
change and leadership from USC  
Rossier and was hooded on May 11. Dr. 
Rubin is an adjunct professor within the 
College of Business and will be teaching 
ENT-2031 Creating Breakthrough 
Innovations this fall. 

Dr. Rachel Ferguson recently published 
two articles in the National Review. 

Ferguson, R., & Witcher, M. (2022, April 
9). Black Gun Rights Matter. National 

Review. Nationalreview.com/magazine/2022/04/18/black-gun-
rights-matter/
Ferguson, R. (2022, July 28). The Path to Black Flourishing. National 
Review. Nationalreview.com/magazine/2022/08/15/the-path-to- 
black-flourishing/

First Group of Berlin Students Graduating
Nearly two years after CUC’s College of Business opened a new campus 
in Berlin, Germany, the first cohort of students in the MA, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship have completed their degree. In addition to being the 
first group of students graduating from this location, they are also the first 
graduates of the innovative new master’s program. “Working with our partners 
at the Berlin School of Business and Innovation has been a great pleasure. 
The team worked tirelessly to ensure that the students were supported and 
the campus opening went smoothly despite starting during the pandemic. "To 
see the first group of students graduate has made it all worth it," says Mallory 
Marach, director of the COB's academic operations. In addition to the MA, 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship, the Berlin campus also hosts the CUC MBA 
program, which is expecting its first group of graduates this fall.  

Dr. Karolyn Rubin

Berlin School of Business and Innovation
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