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Not for Lutherans only! The many movements in the history of
North America, inclucing rationalism, unionism, revivalism, and con-
fessionalism have profoundly influenced congzregational song in this
country. This volume, along with its companion—God’s Song in a New
Land—provides a thorough understanding of the religious and social
conditions that combined to make us who we are. Together they pro-
vide an enlightening resource for understanding the total American
hymn experience.

W. Thomas Smith
Executive Director, The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada

[t has been difficult to produce an overview of Lutheran hymnals and
chorale books in the United States. The best one could do was to visit
ditferent libraries for whatever holdings one might find. That was true.
Now Carl Schalk has pulled all this material together, then edited, annc-
tated, and translated it—quite well as usual! We are in his debt. This will
be a valuable resource for years to come for anybody interested in
hymnody and specifically Lutheran hymnody in the United States.

Paul Westermeyer professor at Luther Semirary, St. Paul, MN. author
of With Tongues of ire: Profiles in 20th-Century Hymn Wiiting
(Concordia).

While at first glance a volume of edited and translated prefaces
might seem of interest only to professional hymnologists, this collec-
tion poignantly reminds contemporary Lutherans that our forebears
already faced many of the same questions with which the contempo-
rary church continues to struggle. How can our worship be both truly
Lutheran and truly American? What languagzs best serves contempc-
rary congregations? Can we avoid repeating the mistakes of the past?
How do we relate to other Christian groups in North America as well
as to our European counterparts?

This small volume should be required reading for anyone seriously
concerned about these questions.

Frank Stoldt
Director of Worship and Music, Augsburg Fortress Publishers, Mpls., MN
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